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LIFE

  Across
7 Looked for nothing when 

leader makes a U-turn? (6)
 12 Medical instruments deal 

with something breaking 
old cast (9)

 13 Maybe Queen’s speech 
is without purpose, on 
reflection (5)

 15 Shot bird left, eaten by 
parasite (9)

 16 Twins, perhaps extremely 
amoral, notable (6)

 21 European dictionary 
contains chestnut for 
‘imitated’ (6)

 22 Wasted new mortgage 
in Scotland (6)

 24 Coterie didn’t regularly 
boast duke (2-5)

 27 Cut shaft, losing line (3)
 28 Bird’s bone uncovered (3)
 32 Think ancient Persian 

priests will stop in east (7)
 33 Times introducing trendy 

revolutionary snack (6)
 34 Port that is red (6)
 38 Press release before 

opening of enormous great 
structure (6)

 41 More than one cocktail 
is a quid, surprisingly, 
around Ireland (9)

 42 Exhaust unserviceable, 
emissions primarily 
amiss (3,2)

 43 Hard test crushes son, 
at sea, way behind the 
rest (9)

  Down
2 Just this splits bare metals 

(7)
3 Aussie idiot’s no good 

around legside (4)
4 Acetone almost corrupted 

sulphur compounds (7)

5 Foot, mine being bathed in 
English ceremony (8)

6 Pier having a black 
appearance? (5)

 10 Catch broadcast of what 
golfer may have done (4)

 14 Formerly not employed, 
aunties worried about it 
(9)

 17 Chef’s beginning to chop 
up meatballs (6)

 18 Those maintaining form in 
Oxford and Balmoral, say 
(9)

 23 Bound to include papers 
put in order (6)

 26 Youngsters lost fancy 
neckwear clips (8)

 30 Where one may go awry in 
alert (7)

 31 Alcoholic residue 
somehow vanishes when 
dehydrogenated (7)

 35 Woolworths embraces 
value (5)

 36 Mum starts to serve up 
salmon (4)

 37 Old man holds aloft pre-
adult peacock? (4)

 39 Hawk emerging from lake 
covered in mist (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened 
on 28 April. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2698, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2698: Au pairs  
by CheeseCracker  

and burgeoning when Love can have its fling.
Poets — they’re so excited over Spring
and yet it comes round every year, that thing
with birds and bees. It’s how they get their thrills,
poets. They’re so excited over Spring –
all Oh-to-be-in-England, daffodils.
D.A. Prince

It’s Spring! The sunlight’s in the mood;
The garden really won’t relax –
It can’t be still, it’s keen to brood.
It’s Spring! The sunlight’s in the mood
To breed a weed, to grow some food.
I pay new rates of Council Tax,
It’s Spring, it’s sunlight. In the mood?
The garden really won’t … Relax!
Bill Greenwell

‘Jug-jug, pee-wit, tu-witta-wu,’
These blasted birds are always singing.
Are there no other ways to woo?
‘Jug-jug, pee-wit, tu-witta-wu,’
Are not the sounds that I or you
Would choose to make when love is springing.
‘Jug-jug, pee-wit, tu-witta-wu,’
These blasted birds are always singing.
Gail White

The cuckoo’s call is quite unique –
It tells us all that spring is here.
Two notes announce her slick technique,
The cuckoo’s call is quite unique;
She has no shame, a wicked beak,
That ousts another’s eggs each year.
The cuckoo’s call is quite unique –
It tells us all that spring is here. 
Elizabeth Kay

When May be out we cast a clout
And wear a shirt against the skin.
It’s pleasant when the sun is out
When May be out we cast a clout
Enjoy the sun and lark about;
Then shiver when the sun goes in.
When May be out we cast a clout
And wear a shirt against the skin. 
Philip Roe

When little lambs come out to play,
it means that Spring’s begun its course. 
Daffodils greet each brightened day 
when little lambs come out to play. 
While other lambs, from far away, 
are silenced now. I serve mint sauce. 
When little lambs come out to play, 
it means that Spring’s begun its course.
Tracy Davidson

Oh, to be in Devon 
Now that Spring is here,
Where it blows a gale force seven –
Oh to be in Devon,
Where it’s pissing down from Heaven
As though the End is near –
Oh, to be in Devon
Now that Spring is here! 
David Silverman

NO. 3397: IN OUT, IN OUT

You are invited to recast the ‘Hokey-Cokey’ 
in the style of a poet of your choice. Please 
email entries to competition@spectator.co.uk 
by midday on 23 April.

SOLUTION TO 2695: STRUCK HARD 

The theme-word is SMITH which can be preceded by 
GOLD (24A), LADY (37A), HAMMER (3D), BLACK (5D) 
and SILVER (22D). The pertinent quotation ‘A mighty 
man is he’ at 9D comes from The Village Blacksmith by 
Longfellow. BLACK had to be shaded.

First prize Andy Grady, Tutbury, Staffs
Runners-up Steve Reszetniak, Margate, Kent;
Oenone Green, Feltham, Middlesex

Name  

Address 

Fourteen unclued lights com-
prise seven pairs.
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