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LIFE

		  Across 		
1 	 Pepper makes host back 

off (5)
6 	 Butterfly and weathercock 

fool about (7)
	11 	 Small fly buzzing round 

yellow plant (10)
	13 	 With head of arrow no 

good, perhaps 75-year old 
is returning missile (9)

	15 	 Paint waterfall about 
		  noon (4)
	16 	 Prosecutor up to fitting 

cubic blocks (7)
	17 	 Film star Richard talked 

of secluded retreat for 
antelope (7)

	18 	 Fish? Some stay 
underwater (3)

	19 	 Least podgy society 
banker, say, is in Paris (10)

	21 	 In Nebraska 007 is  
Bond (5)

	27 	 Lass missing fellow in 
Scottish island (4)

	28 	 Lighting company 
producing huge warship (5)

	30 	 Smitten admirer, one a lot 
different wearing frock (10)

	33 	 Earnest wish of housewife 
Romeo dumped (3)

35 	 Quiet girl beside river (7)
36 	 Unfinished souvenir 

painted white (7)
38 	 Sea snubbed, tais rue 

swimming in creeks (9)
39 	 Clothes coming off set 	
		  a priest shivering (10)
40 	 Dull church starts to 

engender sad marriages (7)

		  Down
1 	 Heresy Islam crushed 

involves Lilliputian son 
ousting god (14)

2 	 Musician playing pibroch 
not softly with grandchild 
(8)

4 	 Stout Homer pulled up 
		 fast (9)

6 	 Letters from Molotov 
endangered grape harvest 
(8)

7 	 Coastal state accepts 
occasional seabird (5)

8 	 Chinese pride? In 
communism primarily (5)

	10 	 Short jacket in trunk with 
short jumper (6)

	12 	 Evict nun wayward and 
shocking (6)

	14 	 Sound Indian bean plants 
bearing fruit (6)

	20 	 Cheap hotel parties get 
drunk husband gated (9)

	23 	 Pets being borne by 
chariots (8)

	25 	 Song sung when drinking 
port (8)

	26 	 Law broken by theologian, 
first to immew snowbird? 
(6)

	29 	 Swiss beak hearing avocat 
first (6)

	31 	 Chap beheaded by waggish 
nihilist (6)

	32 	 Rising golfer putting out 
in public (5)

	34 	 Upset high priest, low 
in vitality (5)

	35 	 Nick was a candidate 
before (5)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened  
on 7 April. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2695, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2695:  
Struck hard 
by Pabulum

Love is the first one, she is frankly phwoar;
The second is Ambition. What a minx.
The last is Mistress Poesy. Je t’adore!

But there again, I love the Land of Nod,
The wooden stairs to Bedfordshire as well –
Me, write Odd Odes? I am the awkward squad,
I’d rather snooze within this dingly dell.
Buzz off, you spooks. A daydream’s fit to brew:
I’d rather doze than have more truck with you..
Bill Greenwell

O, silent urn, what tales could you relate,
for you display, as in a Grecian frieze,
mortals and gods cavorting for a mate,
a static dance to soundless melodies.
’Neath leafy trees the lovers bend to kiss,
frozen in time, locked in eternal spring:
lips never meet, a perpetual near-miss,
yet, never ageing, death will have no sting.
A bovine sacrifice, a mystic priest,
what is your message, urn, to live or die?
Arresting not just death but life, while ceased
in suspended animation? Your reply:

  ‘Beauty is truth, truth beauty’ – fine, although
     it seems you feel that’s all I need to know
Sylvia Fairley

On the Heath and in need of a drink,
Half awake and I’m starting to think:

  ‘Am I dreaming I heard
  An immortal bird?

This is Hampstead – I’ll go find a shrink.’
David Silverman

Misty season so mellow and fruity,
When all the world’s preggers with beauty –

  You just heap more and more
     On that granary floor,
While the crickets and birds sing a tutti.
George Simmers

While it’s clear beauty’s truth and truth beauty,
I’m a poet and suppose I’ve a duty

  In florid, rhymed terms
     To harangue Grecian urns
In a cadence sepulchrally snooty. 
Adrian Fry

A Greek girl in ceramic setting
And her lad seem about to start petting,

  But if you’re after porn
  Your hopes will be forlorn,

Truth and beauty is all that you’re getting. 
Brian Murdoch

Humanity’s all woebegone,
But you, bird, sing happily on.

  Let me drink, let me die,
  Let my poetry fly

Up to you, deathless bird. Oh, you’ve gone.
Nicholas Hodgson

A last Hippocrene for the road,
Then a nightingale’s melody flowed.

  Was its song heard by Ruth,
     Proving beauty is truth?
… Oh, wait! That’s a different Ode. 
Nicholas Holbrook

NO. 3394: VERNAL TRIOLET

You are invited to submit a spring triolet. 
Please email entries to competition@specta-
tor.co.uk by midday on 9 April.

SOLUTION TO 2692: FLEXIBILITY

‘YOU MIGHT AS WELL FALL FLAT ON YOUR 
FACE AS LEAN OVER TOO FAR BACKWARD’ – 
James THURBER (from ‘The Bear Who Let It Alone’ in 
the New Yorker of 29 April 1939).

First prize Rhidian Llewellyn, South Africa
Runners-up Emma Corke, Abinger Hammer, Surrey; 
Gerry Fairweather, Layer Marney, Essex

Name 	

Address 

A word can be prefixed by six 
unclued lights so as to form 
new words (including two place 
names). 9D is a pertinent piece  
of poetry (five words). Solv-
ers must shade the appropriate 
unclued light.

Chess and comps_22 Mar 2025_The Spectator.indd   59Chess and comps_22 Mar 2025_The Spectator.indd   59 19/03/2025   11:4319/03/2025   11:43




