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LIFE

  Across
 11 Half the beans initially 

seem superfluous 
accompanying hot paste 
with chillis (7)

 12 Seashore grass blowing 
back and forth (6)

 14 Just a moment for A. Lloyd 
Webber’s collaborator (5)

 16 Less convincing Debussy 
composition (2,3)

 19 Poor actor’s part as 
expressed on picnic menu 
(3,4)

 23 Leading academic’s endless 
nonsense on fish (7)

 24 Raw sea-mist outside of 
hangar (4)

 25 Figure runs home not quite 
ahead of coach (7)

 30 President owns one hot 
motorbike (7)

 31 Verse omitted from cover 
song (4)

 32 Those with issues to deal 
with (7)

 34 Further elements of 
primordial soup (4)

 35 Termini re-designed for 
the time being (7)

 40 Trembled having small 
stroke (5)

 41 More attractive espalier 
reinstalled around top of 
hedge (9)

 43 Like a gas, perhaps, one 
used as a weapon of war (7)

 44 Take note before salutes 
overwhelm elite soldiers 
(5,6)

  Down
2 Composer left a trifle (6)
3 It shows the spectrum in 

Capri smithy (5)
5 Isaac’s son represented in 

French art with gold base 
(4)

6 Restraining order from gas 
board (4)

7 Double-sided 25 in 
Sheffield theatre (7)

8 Food supplier putting Felix, 
possibly, before Rex? (7)

9 French standard rifle – 
ammo ordered (9)

 10 True to life, fine and true 
(7)

 15 Ship, possibly a drifter (5)
 17 Most of the cash placed on 

29’s hypothetical organism 
(7)

 20 The French make clothes 
wet, it seems – here? (7)

 22 Between high and low 
tidemarks – certainly, it’s 
said (9)

 26 Blackbird from river and 
lake (5)

 27 Match-maker? (7)
 28 Act as an omen when poor 

Ben Stokes loses two bob 
(7)

 33 Article found on board 
cruise ship following a 
straight path (6)

 36 Head of government in 
control when in office? (5)

 38 Slip top off in vaulted niche 
(4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
10 March. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2691, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 

Crossword 
2691:  
Very large fellow  
by Doc

Barton Street that June Wednesday evening. The 
gathering was already lively when we arrived. 
    ‘How delightful to see you!’ declared our hostess. 
Gatsby murmured something fitting but he passed 
by the trays of champagne and the din raised by 
the guests: confined, they glittered, but more grey-
ly than those at his own parties and here he had 
no purpose and nowhere for escape. I recognised 
the bewilderment on his face. ‘I say, old sport,’  
I heard his whisper, ‘shall we move along?’
W.H. Thomas

Mrs Dalloway said she would try the cocktails her-
self. There were liquors and cordials and Imperial 
Tokay. She often went into the bar and got from her 
drinks a peace which men and women never gave 
her. The party was bellow and uproar; Long Island 
Sound, a blue lawn, this moment of the Jazz Age. 
Sally Seton, now Lady Rosseter, was dancing in the 
fountain, swooning playfully into the Prime Min-
ister’s arms, as naked as she had been at 18, when 
she had run for her sponge bag. Oh! a burst of jazz 
from the garden outside! A yellow car; a face of the 
very greatest importance. A breath of bootlegger 
alcohol. There was no doubt that Gatsby was seated 
within, the enduring symbol of the corrupt Ameri-
can Dream. The party was a success. But it was still  
touch and go, Clarissa thought. Such careless people.
Janine Beacham

But where on earth was Mr Gatsby? It bothered her, 
to sense this vacancy. There were guests: bright, 
youthful, the colours of citrus fruit, of sweet peas, 
all in motion, liquid, to the sensuous strains of an 
orchestra. They were all freshly laundered; sparkling 
like silver delphiniums; fragile; set against decidu-
ous foliage, quite green; but dying, too, possessed 
with that unreal energy of cheap bouquets. Some-
how, it was terrible; extraordinary; they were like 
tissue paper, she thought. And yet, no host! no one, 
it seemed, to greet, to express the million platitudes 
necessary upon a night like this. The music, so much 
gossip, overwhelmed her, fascinated her. Was that 
Mr Gatsby in the corner, smoking a cigarette? Lis-
tening; gazing at the crowd, as if they were gleaming 
ranks of carnations squashed together; was that him? 
   ‘I am Clarissa,’ she said, more to herself than to 
him, and held out her hand.
Bill Greenwell

‘Yes, my party is definitely a success,’ Mrs Dal-
loway decided; but then she saw a restless-looking 
young man, standing awkwardly alone. ‘I’m so glad 
you could come to my party,’ she said.

‘It’s a swell do,’ he answered morosely.
‘You sound American?’
‘I am. Actually…’ He hesitated, as though about 

to confide something significant. ‘To be frank, I’m 
a symbol of the shallowness of success in post-war 
America.’

‘How interesting that must be!’
‘Are you symbolic too?’
‘Oh no,’ said Clarissa firmly, with a quiet pride. 

‘Not symbolic at all. Mrs Woolf wouldn’t do that. 
I am nothing but a vibrantly living consciousness, 
whose sensations and memories create a vivid 
response to the world around me.’

‘Nice work if you can get it, old sport,’ he said. 
‘But I reckon I throw livelier parties.’ 
George Simmers

NO. 3390: CONTRARIAN SONG

‘Whatever it is, I’m against it,’ sang Grou-
cho Marx. You’re invited to be more specific. 
Please email entries (16 lines maximum) to 
competition@spectator.co.uk by 5 March.
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SOLUTION TO 2688: 4 ÷ 4 = 8

The unclued four-letter solutions are paired, one inside the 
other, to yield the four unclued 8-letter words: 37 ÷ 19 = 3, 
15 ÷ 6 = 23, 21 ÷ 8 = 40 and 31D ÷ 38 = 44.

First prize R.A. Towle, Ilkeston, Derbyshire
Runners-up R.B. Briercliffe, Onchan, Isle of Man;
Roger Cairns, Chalfont Heights, Bucks

Name  

Address 

The title wrote three unclued 
lights (one of two words) with 
the letter-count (3,8,6,4), whose 
members are the other unclued 
lights (two pairs, another of two 
words and a singleton). Solvers 
must highlight the singleton’s 
missing moniker hidden in the 
completed grid.
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