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  Across
 10 Learn of American 

through grammar school 
covers (6,4)

 12 African country’s note 
covering one rule (6)

 13 First-rate head polled 
children (3-5)

 16 Song featured in Top 
of the Pops, almost 
every week  (5)

 17 Instrument Luke played on 
the railway with energy (7)

 18 Newcomer, one that 
yearns in Scotland?  (7)

 20 Pure wits dismantled 
reviews (5-3)

 26 Impress English with 
praise (7)

 28 Distribute evenly in 
New York for speed (7)

 31 Cabalist crumbled  
like rock (8)

 34 Young boys are 
pickpockets (7)

 36 Nothing souses drunk 
like a Costa? (7)

 39 Close, perhaps, reporting 
depression (5)

 40 Working a lever to lift (8)
 41 Average out as in French 

summer (6)
 42 Priests, perhaps, 

redeveloping Bern 
Castle (10)

 43 Hardy fish in enclosure (6)
 44 Northern calypso dancing 

cause of fainting fit (8)

  Down
  1  Titipu’s heroine 

anticipating a delicious 
meal? (3-3)

2 Male’s ire turns more 
petty (8)

3 Question European 
protection (6)

4 Strap in with ongoing 
cover (5)

6 Sisters displaying one 
in new style (4)

7 ‘Nothing to clear up in 
post’ is showing off (11)

8 Scottish stranger involved 
in gun control (4)

 14 Briefly analyse  
standards (4)

 16 Do pie recipe cooking 
from historical novel (6,5)

 19 Expressing hesitation to 
depart so (4)

 21 Fluid waste from ancient 
city river  (4)

 22 Indulged animals offended 
feelings (4)

 23 Clear out modern vehicle 
with a clever limiting of 
acceleration  (8)

 24 Dog that has lifetime that 
is long (7)

 27 Head over after liturgy’s 
slow passage (8)

 30 Dubious character giving 
odds on four (4)

 31 British routine that’s not 
sweet (4)

 35 Slow, lazy obnoxious 
bodies suggested 
primarily (5)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
17 March. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2692, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2692: Flexibility 
by Madrigal

Its freezer’s full of bagels by a Bake Off semi- 
 finalist,
And if it needs defending I’m an automatic-rifle- 
 ist;

I purify the water using iodine and filter kits,
I’ve got a well-stocked cellar if instead I want 

some gin-and-its,
I’ve piled up so much booze it takes all day if I 

recite a list –
I might spend Armageddon getting very gently 

Brahms & Liszt;

I monitor the frequencies to check if there are 
aliens,

I bought a load of jammers from some special 
ops Ukrainians,

I’ve infrared defences which will perforate noc-
 tambulists,
 And landmines which are guaranteed to marma- 
 lise detectorists;

My seed-bank’s full of veggies and some ancient 
strains of barley too –

I’ve got a DuoLingo app in case I need to par- 
 lez-voo –
I’m practical and focused – I’m a prepper, not 

a fantasist:
I am the very model of a modern day survivalist.
Tom Adam

Gonna hunker in me bunker
Wi’ me water, tins’n’guns
And me gasmasks – I’m no funker –
For when Armageddon comes
And a Chinese or a Russkie
Blows the world to smithereens,
I’ll be ’ere to tell ’em gruffly
What Survivalism means.

Gonna swelter in me shelter
Waitin’ on that bitter End,
Arms’n’groceries? I’ve a welter
’Ere arrayed for me to spend
As, outside, nucular winter
Keeps their prices surgin’ up.
I’ll be last, in this land hinter,
With a runnin’ over cup.
Adrian Fry

On Monday I bought a prep bunker –
The size of it made us all cheer,
I filled it with pasta, tinned veggies and rice –
Plus med kits, for end times are near.
And that bunker, it made me so thankful,
Its power supply, off-grid loo,
Some weapons. Huge batteries. A stash of dried 

soups.
We’ll learn to survive. We’ll make do.
We’ll batten down with hoarded foodstuffs,
Do workouts, store water, and weave,
While outside the world falls to civil unrest,
So poorly equipped, so naive.
Bring on the apocalypse fallout,
I’ve seed banks and games on my list,
And we’ll sail through doomsday in comfort,
I love it. At least we’ll exist. 
Janine Beacham

NO. 3391: ODE-WORTHY

You are invited to submit one of Keats’s odes 
rewritten as a sonnet or a limerick. Please 
email entries to competition@spectator.co.uk 
by midday on 12 March.

SOLUTION TO 2689: ANNUS IMPURATUS? 

The puzzle title alluded to a ‘base year’ and the message spelt 
out using unclued lights was ‘PUZZLE NUMBER is THIS 
YEAR, TWENTY TWENTY-FIVE, when WRITTEN IN 
BASE ELEVEN’.

First prize R.J. Green, Guildford
Runners-up John and Di Lee, Axminster; Kathleen Durber, 
Stoke-on-Trent 

Name  

Address 

We welcome the duo called 
Madrigal to the compiling team 
this week. The unclued lights 
(including four of two words) 
can be arranged to provide a 
quotation (in ODQ) and its author.
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