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LIFE

  Across
1 Don’t at first knock small 

amount of liquid (Scotch) 
(4)

 12 Last, as do picture capture 
and future exposure (6)

 13 What’s in deadly new 
compound (8)

14  Burn short jacket (5)
 15 Judge almost misrepresents 

village’s case (7)
 18 Off-and-on, His self-ease 

dwells in Man, say (5)
 19 Camp male holds note (6)
 20 Yeats is beginning to study 

complex sort of writer (8)
 21 Anxious, sons taking lead 

in cushy job (8)
 25 Legally levied estate, half 

of which in red? (9)
27  Overcharge copper and 

chief over returned dish 
(4,5)

34  Forbidden sector in old 
Indian state near base walls 
(2-2,4)

36  Wrote law differently, after 
which passage is easier? 
(3,5)

39  Extension covering each 
leave of absence (5)

 40 Hero’s line following 
marriage vow (4)

 41 Given awful terms in 
shotgun wedding, Will’s 
inflicting retribution (7)

 42 Transfer first bit of cash in 
transaction (5)

 43 National Society advancing 
among schoolboys (8)

 45 Rulers stand sadly having 
been turned out in chaos (7)

 46 Once guessed answer, 
embarrassed (4)

 Down
1 Society girl topped finicky 

French composer (7)
2 First male workers perhaps 

lost diamonds (8)
4 Open up English diner after 

press release (7)
5 Regret, over supporting 

nasty end to tour guide, is 
required by etiquette (2,7)

6 Reportedly changes 
relinquishing statements (7)

 7  Partially hid East’s plans (5)
 8  Priest cuts short story from 

a cluster of cases? (6)
10  Cover provided by sleuth 

left with credentials (6)
11  Scottish horse’s inclined 

to stop continually around 
pen (6)

 16 Superfluous books I love 
on myself, essentially (6)

 22 Forecast act of self-harm in 
prison’s rioting (9)

 23  Facing bearing of 45 
degrees entering turn (6) 

 24  Shaking breaks spar on part 
of goods train (3-5)

 26 Eccentric curator checks 
British vehicle (8)

 28 Blimey, academics joining 
police lines (7)

 29 Was unable to tell when 
lethal dosage has been 
injected (7)

 30 Mixed-up clothing went 
first (7)

 33 Minor hit – trendy 
American film (6)

 35 Changing cell before noon, 
convict set about warder in 
seconds (6)

 37 Oxbridge, say, after last of 
finest port (5)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
24 February. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2689, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 

Crossword 
2689: Annus 
Impuratus?  
by CheeseCracker 

and leaving. Oddly, had been doing exactly that, 
so perhaps there is chemistry between us? 
Adrian Fry (Bridget Jones/Mycroft Holmes)

Before I am run away with my feelings, I must say 
that I singled Miss Fanny Hill out as my beloved 
on our first picnic. An elegant female who spoke of 
men’s instruments with great passion, her accom-
plishments will surely impress my patroness, Lady 
Catherine. Displaying an interest in astronomy and 
economy, Miss Hill recommended the mysteries 
of Venus, as well as the value of a maiden’s trin-
ket. Suitably, as a potential clergyman’s wife, she 
reveres missionary positions. I informed her that 
gardening is one of my most respectable pleasures, 
and Miss Hill agreed that a lady’s well-tended gar-
den is indeed a pleasure. She admired my firm hill-
ocks, my church’s mounting spire, and my fine seat 
of nature, showing particular interest in my prof-
fered olive branch. As she is so amiable, modest and 
delicate, I intend to solicit her for future intercourse, 
and expect us to reach particularly intimate terms.
Janine Beacham (Fanny Hill/Mr Collins)

It had taken much persuasion to get Miss Havisham 
onto Tinder, but now she was determined to make 
the most of it. Fourteen dates so far, all disastrous 
(the worst with a narcissistic ‘consulting detective’ 
called Sherlock who paid more attention to the hand-
some waiter than to her. Definitely light in the loaf-
ers). She wondered if wearing an ageing wedding 
dress was putting the men off. But tonight’s date was 
different. He was not the tallest, but those twinkly 
eyes, the mop of curly hair, the homely bulge of his 
waistcoat – they gave him the air of a favourite arm-
chair, one in which Miss Havisham could imagine 
settling, perhaps for ever. And there was his haunt-
ed look, which was irresistibly beguiling. She was 
not even surprised when he proposed. ‘You’ve got 
the dress, I have the ring… will you marry me?’ he 
asked. ‘Yes,’ she replied. ‘Yes Frodo, I will.’
Joseph Houlihan (Miss Havisham/Frodo)

Paddington glanced at his phone, double-checked 
the time, and scrolled again through the Grindr pro-
file. ‘Older Bear, long-term relationship many years 
ago, seeks slightly younger companion. Sweet 
tooth appreciated.’ 

Having come from darkest Peru, where these 
things were barely mentioned, a London club sure-
ly now offered the chance to broaden his acquaint-
ance with the community. What was keeping the 
hirsute hero of his dreams? Just then, a short, rather 
threadbare individual, looking very much the worse 
for wear (and indeed ‘older’ than his line drawings 
would suggest) came bump, bump, bump, down 
the entrance steps. Paddington’s sense of decorum 
fought valiantly with that of disappointment. 

‘Paddington?’ said Pooh fruitily, in pre-war accents 
both antiquated and somewhat dazed. ‘As in the 
railway station? And marmalade on your sandwich-
es? My dear boy, how very petit bourgeois. Prefer 
honey myself. But topping titfer, sweetie.’ And so 
Paddington embarked on his career meeting queens.
Andrew Bowyer (Paddington and Winnie-the-Pooh)

NO. 3388: STOCKPILING

You are invited to submit a poem written 
from the point of view of a prepper (150 
words maximum). Please email entries to 
competition@spectator.co.uk by midday on 
19 February.

SOLUTION TO 2686: POEM VIII 

The poem is ‘Say not the struggle nought availeth’ by Arthur 
Hugh Clough. The final words are SUN CLIMBS SLOW, 
HOW SLOWLY, BUT WESTWARD, LOOK, THE LAND 
IS BRIGHT. The other two extracts are DUPES (25A) and 
THE FIELD (22). CLOUGH (3) was to be shaded.

First prize Will Snell, London SE10
Runners-up Mike Conway, Grimsby;
P. and A. Hoverstadt, Heatley, Cheshire

Name  

Address 

Eight unclued lights (two of 
two words) advise solvers ‘3D 
38A is 9D, 32D 32D-17A, 
when 6A 44A 31D’.
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