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LIFE

 Across
 7 Recurring tea dance (3-3)
 12 Following sound of 

artillery, I curtail call to 
official (9)

 13 Steer clear of a hole (5)
 15 Make the most of session 

in recruitment event (4,5)
 16 Effect of high dose (6)
 20 One stood up and pointed 

(7)
 21 Support that man, ’e’s 

a bit of a giggle (3-3)
 22  Catch chickens circling 

round yours truly (6)
 24 Returning to minister’s 

house, discovered cat 
hiding in furniture (8)

 26 Ghanaian capital’s a bit 
overpriced, IMHO! (4)

 27 Greek characters 
portrayed in paperback (3)

 28 Start of Antony’s quiet 
destruction of Cleopatra? 
(3)

 29 Fabricates loud complaint 
(4)

 32 Iodine, oxygen, nickel 
and sulphur put in river 
to remove minerals (8)

 34 Picture man dancing in 
road (6)

 37 Mike replaces Times in 
fast train for Victoria, say 
(7)

 39 Leaders of American 
delegation visiting capitals 
of Ireland, Scotland and 
England, give tips (6)

 43  A buff American’s island 
(5)

 44 Peacekeepers wow Head of 
State, liberating port? (9)

 45 Late starts for political 
demonstrations (3-3)

 46 Extremely fierce first year 
is looking for a fight (6)

  Down
1 Colour of apple crumble 

(4)
3 Workers rubbish? Not to 

begin with (4)
5 Polar explorer in charge 

goes back on board 
clippers (8)

8 Heat rod regularly to make 
tough (4)

 10 Joint complaint? Cut out 
whiskey! (5)

 11 Getting stuck into last bits 
of bread sauce (10)

 14 Pen small Dickensian 
character – Crimple (9)

 17 Come to a stop about start 
of tea time (6)

 18 I’m back with bishop and 
vicar in diocese, making a 
note (9)

 19 Is found on the wing, 
playing Real Madrid (3,7)

 23 Brothers’ clothing – hot 
and slightly small (6)

 25 I record middle of duet 
after recording closing 
words (8)

 26 Quarter fruit, remove 
spike, add touch of 
cinnamon and drop of 
yoghurt (8)

 36 Organs protected by 
outer intercostals (5)

 38 Rearrange interior of 
farm building for husks of 
grain (4)

 40 Murdoch elevated 
personal assistant (4)

 41 Nervous, hollow-eyed, 
gutless chap (4)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened 
on 10 February. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2687, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 

Crossword 
2687:  
Up in arms 
by Fire 

ferred the authoritarian countries as being authen-
tically ‘Earthy’ – think sandroller nest back home 
– and if you’ve only got time for one, choose China. 
Every kind of scenery; food like home if you know 
where to look; things work; and you can get away
from the huge expanses of sodium chloride solution 
that waste so much space on this planet. Do watch
out for one thing, though – we smell as funny to
Earthians as they do to us! But enjoy!
Frank Upton

One thing that can safely be said about Earth is 
that it is a planet of contrasts. Even its population 
requires two differential human anatomies with 
interlocking organs to reproduce itself. This is called 
‘mating’, and an immense portion of mental, social 
and cultural life on Earth is concerned with it. Don’t 
be put off – it is their way, and a very popular one. 
The danger of overpopulation is averted by mortal 
antagonisms. This is another proof that Earth’s core 
dynamic is a systematic balance of opposites. So 
the general ‘vibe’, as a native might say, is volatile. 
The UK, an island nation, was chosen as a case 
study. Our researchers found that its instability was 
off the scale, but the range of archaic ruins, pictur-
esque fire-damaged buildings, abandoned transport 
projects and miraculous sewage overflows that can 
be visited has to be seen to be believed.
Basil Ransome-Davies

1 Star: Nice scenery, shame about the bipeds.
We finally landed after flying for what seemed like 
literally seconds over endless blueish stuff which 
the locals apparently call ‘water’ and then over glo-
rious mountains, empty deserts and dense forests. 
So far, so 5 Stars. We were even welcomed by some 
cute quadrupeds and winged bipeds who call this 
planet home. This place is paradise, we thought, 
and looked for somewhere to stay – perhaps a nice 
boutique yurt like on Alpha Centauri 5. We set out 
to look for what the earthlings like to call ‘civilisa-
tion’. BIG mistake! There were no signs of intel-
ligent life among the strange one-headed, largely 
hairless bipeds and certainly no courtesy. We were 
met with either attempted wisecracks like ‘Take 
me to your leader’ and ‘Phone home!’ or placards 
emblazoned with ‘ET Go Home’, ‘Stop the Rockets’ 
and ‘U.F.Off to Rwanda’. AVOID THIS PLANET!
David Silverman

This has to be the hoopiest Space B&B ever – 
although the gravity is higher than we’re used to, 
and the atmosphere’s denser, so flying is hard work. 
The dominant species are all hexapods, but not as 
like us as they first appear. Many live in huge colo-
nies with a social system that’s positively medieval. 
They make their dwellings in primitive ways, like 
digging, or chewing up raw materials into a paste. 
Most of them are embarrassingly thick, but some-
how their colonies live long and prosper. I’m happy 
to report that the nests are surprisingly comfortable, 
and the slaves are accommodating, once they’ve 
twigged what is expected of them. N.B. their repro-
ductive behaviour is weird – sex with the natives 
is dangerous and definitely a no-no. The planet is 
also home to large destructive bipeds; hunting them 
is fun, and guilt-free – they’re not intelligent, and 
they’ll soon be extinct anyway. Bob Newman

NO. 3386: THE BIG MOVE

You’re invited to submit a poem about domes-
tic arrangements at the White House (16 lines 
max). Please keep it clean! And email entries to 
competition@spectator.co.uk by 5 February.
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SOLUTION TO 2684: ROMANS 5 

Unclued lights were familiar three-word Latin expressions, 
all starting with ‘in’: IN STATU (2) PUPILLARI (11), 
IN MEDIAS (3) RES (40), IN LOCO (8) PARENTIS (43), 
IN FLAGRANTE (19) DELICTO (15), and IN VINO (36) 
VERITAS (20).

First prize Gladys Chadwick, Walton, Cheshire
Runners-up John Nutkins, London;
John Bartlett, Shirley, Solihull, West Midlands 

Name  

Address 

The unclued lights are of a kind, 
verifiable in Brewer.

comps_25 Jan 2025_The Spectator.indd   59comps_25 Jan 2025_The Spectator.indd   59 22/01/2025   12:0422/01/2025   12:04




