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LIFE

  Across
1 Burns searches thoroughly 

around Union Street (8)
5 Developed green, variable 

power (6)
 10 Labour man’s entertaining 

turn (5,5)
 12 Irish backing chorister on 

Venetian bridge (6)
 13 New tune outside? (5,3)
 16 Account of help sent back 

to railway (5)
 17 US cocktail that’s pungent 

(7)
 18 Sporting cry in match – 

touch and go, finally (5-2)
 20 Sunday crossword for 

Tom, Dick and Harry (8)
 25 Stiff paper, way-out 

neckwear? (3)
 26 Game of bridge (7)
 28 Movie buff reviewed Cain 

set (7)
 29 Lengthen in both 

directions (3)
 31 Spa experience for others 

with French priest (4,4)
 34 Attention to story run in 

the past (7)
 36 Locates refined sugar (7)
 39 Stealthy advance of 

cortege regulaly quiet (5)
 41 Long and limp Scottish 

seaweed (6)
 42 Measuring device at spa 

with parking machine (10)
 43 Harley Street doctor –  

no sharer of tea (6)

  Down
1 Tenor dear to the Italians 

around the States (6)
3 Floor and yard below shop 

(6)
4 Traps wriggling fish (5)

7 Ripe apples are done in 
(5,2,4)

9 Huns leaving White 
Russian bewildered plant 
(8)

 11 Wandering errand-boy 
loses little brother in area 
of Belfast (7)

 14 Verve of Patel annihilated 
(4)

 16 God-given authority 
troubled Irving and Edith 
(6,5)

 22 Gibbons does a send up 
(4)

 24 Roller coaster sounds best 
aboard ship (7)

 25 The heart of holy Adriatic 
port (4)

 27 Bishop left crazy 
debutante and took up the 
slack (8)

 30 Insinuation that Sri Lanka 
upset Richards, for starters 
(4)

 32 French confectionery 
items may be tastier 
without one (6)

 33 Five hundred trees, 
perhaps? Not here, surely? 
(6)

 35 It turns round and round 
round! (5)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
17 February. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2688, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2688:  
4 ÷ 4 = 8  
by Doc

idiot!” After he left, I finished my boiled egg, pierc-
ing the bottom to let the devil out. Leaving the house 
I trotted along the pavement, avoiding the cracks, of 
course. A flap of wings! “Good morning, Mr Mag-
pie,” I said nervously. A black cat moved in on the 
bird, crossing my path. Some say that’s lucky. Not 
me, so I leapt out of the way, realising too late I’d 
taken refuge under a ladder. Crash! My mind was 
in such turmoil over a shitload of ill omens, I never 
noticed the juggernaut. So here I am… God, don’t 
those blessed harp-players ever stop?’
Sylvia Fairley

People call him a slave to superstition, but in fact 
he isn’t. He’s a superstition conductor. This only 
applies to genuine superstitions. Not walking under 
ladders is merely common sense, and black cats, 
lucky or unlucky depending on where you live, are 
only ever interested in themselves. No, he realised 
his condition early, when he broke a mirror at age 
seven and did terribly at school until he was 14 (he 
failed English when he wrote an essay which regu-
larly named the Scottish Play). Then he neglected to 
acknowledge a magpie properly, and a freak earth-
quake hit his hometown in Surrey. Now it is vital 
that if he spills some salt, he must throw it over his 
shoulder into the devil’s eyes. An unsung hero, he 
has kept Britain safe from diabolical interference 
for decades and will continue to do so just as long 
as he resides at Number 12A. Brian Murdoch

It all started when I became addicted to counting 
magpies, a gateway drug that soon led to the hard 
stuff; knocking on wood and getting wasted on tree-
lined streets, then a search for the ultimate high, a 
four-leaf clover. I was apprehended several times 
grovelling round in neighbours’ front gardens, but 
dismissed as a harmless attention seeker. And there-
in lay the germ of an idea. And my salvation. People 
are prepared to watch anything online these days, 
so the sight of me down on all fours in the local 
park, ignoring the ‘Keep off the grass’ signs and 
risking arrest in my quest for the elusive quadri-
folium, quickly went viral. I’m now a live streamer 
and TikTok prankster with over two million follow-
ers globally. Not that I’ve found a four-leaf clover 
yet. Nor do I intend to. That’s the whole point. Fol-
low me @Off Your Shamrocker. Sue Pickard

The arrival of new shoes conjures an image of my 
mother who would crisply remind the recipient, 
no shoes on the table, for footwear on the Formica 
would damn the whole household to perdition. If 
you wore an onyx ring, Ma would narrow her eyes 
and mutter, ‘My dear – how terribly sad.’ Peacock 
feathers indoors bore the same ill omen, higher up 
the scale than failing to oust holly before Twelfth 
Night. White cats – Ma would drive miles to avoid 
Blofeld’s familiar. Bowing to the new moon and 
turning whatever silver coin the car-park jar might 
offer was compulsory. A gift of white flowers was 
unfortunate, and leaving a white cloth overnight 
on the table would almost certainly portend death 
in the family – explaining the hamster’s demise. 
Finding a fork and wishbone jammed in our old 
chimney stack was a high spot for Ma: such a sen-
sible precaution. Jane Newberry

NO. 3387: BIG BASH

This year marks the centenary of the publi-
cation of both Mrs Dalloway and The Great 
Gatsby. You are invited to submit a passage 
in which one goes to the other’s party (150 
words maximum). Please email entries to 
competition@spectator.co.uk by 12 February.
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SOLUTION TO 2685: SCOCOURBAN 

The unclued lights (including the pair at 4 and 37) are  
former county towns of eight historic Scottish counties.

First prize Eleanor Morrall, Coseley, West Midlands
Runners-up Revd John Thackray, Ipswich, Suffolk;
Tom Fanshawe, Wantage, Oxon

Name  

Address 

The unclued four-letter solutions 
can be paired in a particular way 
to form the four remaining eight-
letter unclued lights.
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