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LIFE

  Across
 11 Jam is an Asian food (6)
 12 US record nut with  

some bread (6)
 15 I’m surprised after soldier 

deserted tree in Oz (6)
 17 Petrol is running around 

a rock (9)
 20 Two newspapers probing 

rotten thief’s birthday (8)
 21 Question about mince pie 

resembling dairy product 
(6)

 23 Card player, for instance, 
in film (4)

 26 Gnome fixed cutter’s tool 
(3,3)

 28 Latvian regularly ignored 
after excessive interval (6)

 31 Praised argot but not  
Latin (4)

 32 Wrong about time lasting 
forever (8)

 34 Wake up and drink after 
leaving clubs (6)

 36 Anecdote about 
terpsichorean activity (3,5)

 39 Like some hotels or hotel 
in odd retreats (5-4)

 41 Coming from Paris, 
erstwhile features of 
flights (6)

 42 Deliveryman is kind in 
short period (5)

 43 Tutors working in school? 
(6)

 44 One entering is given 
tithes up north (6)

  Down
2 Remove obstacle from 

sound American houses (5)

4 Loves grabbing policeman 
– how surprising! (4)

5 Shoots up, showing a bit 
of character (5)

6 Attires rogue in Scott’s 
regiments (7)

7 Noble is tense after bagel’s 
put down (6)

8 Teacher upset by chess 
champ’s head movements 
(8)

9 Particle chosen and not 
rotating (8)

 14 Toy put on a basin (5)
 16 Relative’s rage provoked 

twit (5-4)
 18 They suppose media 

endlessly covers ancient 
city (9)

 19 Sport thus gets little cash 
(4)

 24 Money-worshipper taking 
top off fossil (8)

 29 Hat worn by Greek 
characters in art movement 
(7)

 30 Man’s very advanced 
service (5)

 33 Under divine sun, turn off 
busy road (3,3)

 35 Duke’s lapse, wearing 
gold ring (6)

 37 Books happen to bring up 
writer’s inspiration (5)

 38 The Spanish seek to 
overturn 11 dish (5)

 40 Ruler in revolutionary old 
poem (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened  
on 6 January. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk, 
or post to: Crossword 2683, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2683: Famous 
last words  
by Lavatch

Assumed human form and hired a Tesla.
But we must stout Beans’s reputation defend
And in unlovely Coventry he would have met 

his end,
From Caledonian hearth and home untimely 

ripped,
But fortunate feline! He was microchipped.
Sue Pickard

Within the Tesco temple, sacred shrine,
Press’d olive oil in vessels plastic shine,
Its costliness the price of frankincense,
Or months of streaming services’ expense.
Belinda reached, as sylphs did twitch her ear,
Thrice warning when her tempted hand drew near.
As Eve plucked down the apple, Eden’s fall,
Did yearning maiden yield to siren call,
And so, as Grecian cunning toppled Troy,
Did Fate, and lust for liquid gold destroy.
She in her trolley placed the oil divine,
And purchased it for nine pounds ninety-nine!
The gods wept greatly from the glittering heights,  
To see this holy grail fall; not to knights,
But to Belinda, bankrupt, tear-streaked, pallid,
For squandering upon on a garden salad.
Janine Beacham 

On the recent theft of hams in Spain
Weep deep for Domingo Eiriz, new-bereft
Of Bacons stol’n by dint of diresome theft:
Four hundred acorn-fed Iberian Hams;
Boldest, most heinous of Hispanic scams.
To rub sal in the wound of their removal,
Each bore the Designation of Approval,
Mark of distinction, coveted cachet –
Tho’ Señor E could offer no ¡Ole!
Suspicion rife: mayhap a vill’nous ploy
Concocted by some disaffected boy?
Or Catalan curs and caitiffs, ’gaged to gauge
How hocking Hams might Beef up poor men’s 

wage;
Men who demanded, ‘Wife, what lies in larder?’
To receive the short retort, ‘¡Querido, nada!’
Notwithstanding Porker’s parts were cur’d,
One asks in very sooth, were they insur’d?
Mike Morrison

Great are the shocks when continents collide,
But greater those when women in their pride
Face off in battle. I sing fierce Colleen,
Of all brave Wags the true acknowledged queen,
When she discerned that tales quite out of line
Were spread about her, did Colleen repine?
She did not, but became a cunning sleuth,
Unflagging, strong, and valiant for the truth.
She found Rebecca Vardy was to blame;
Does that Rebecca hide her head in shame?
By no means! In the court her innocence
She pleads, but there are gaps in her defence.
Colleen triumphs! Aggrieved at having lost,
Now Vardy valiantly appeals the cost,
So back they go to court; their lawyers cheer
And contemplate a prosperous new year.
George Simmers

NO. 3381: QUITE A TURN

You’re invited to write a proposal for the re-
branding of a well-known product or entity 
which aims to orient it towards an entirely 
different market or audience. 150 words max-
imum. Please email entries to competition@
spectator.co.uk by midday on 2 January.

SOLUTION TO 2680: TWO OF A KIND

The two works are THE OLD WIVES’ TALE (1A/8) 
by ARNOLD (34) Bennett, born in HANLEY(25), and 
TALKING HEADS (27/36) by ALAN (35) Bennett, born  
in ARMLEY (17). BENNETT, in the fourth row starting 
at 16, had to be shaded.

First prize Alison Latham, East Wittering, West Sussex
Runners-up Stephen Saunders, Midford, Bath 
Mike Carter, Kirkby Overblow, Harrogate 

Name  

Address 

Around the perimeter clockwise 
from square 1 goes a quotation 
in ODQ minus its last word. This 
last word suggests the remaining 
unclued lights, a final example 
of which (6) must be highlighted 
in the completed grid.
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