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LIFE

  Across
1 Material two monarchs 

contribute to law suit (8)
5 Over-decorated cook 

eats badly (6)
9 Undecided originally 

to cross a certain part of 
Norfolk (2,3,5)

 14 A sort of card for 
donation (3)

 16 Back injuries firm in 
plaster (6)

 17 Passage for all: shame 
it’s rejected (5)

 18 Fragrant substance laurel 
emits when cut down (5)

 22 Withdraws from clubs? 
Entirely wrong (5,2)

 24 Ruin travel bag? (7)
 25 Sort of fund second 

drink (5)
 26 Is hanged, not with 

squeals (5)
 28 Meadow visible in 

forbidden scene (7)
 31 One taken camping to 

speak wittily (7)
 33 Transparent material 

unknown in knitted 
angora (7)

 37 Spicy concoction one 
gushingly swallows (5)

 38 Cricket employs 
electronic scorer (5)

 39 Boy reporter in shade at 
the start (6)

 41 Hesitating to speak as part 
of shoe fastened (6-4)

 42 Where to drive in India? 
A hairy proposition (6)

  Down
1 Acquaintance with 

variant animals makes for 
bruising encounters (7,6)

4 Come back lean, full of 
power (5)

6 Goes back and puts on 
fresh clothes? (7)

7 Find the Scots adore 
keeping a pet (6)

 10 Part of eye twisted in two 
directions, a blemish (6)

 12 Contents of home, nothing 
less, that protect family 
(9,4)

 13 Question not so tricky, 
but internally more 
unsettled (8)

 21 Bad splinters around 
crack cleared (8)

 23 Concerned with support 
for artists, put pounds 
upfront for new film (7)

 27 Muslim tunes in to 
broadcast (7)

 29 A poor paper on Queen 
Catherine’s origin (6)

 30 You look for an audience 
in the country (6)

 32 Equivalent of getting on 
for three marathons, the 
third one torture (6)

 34 Ram and goat oddly go 
for tree fern (5)

 35 Call Vatican City, could 
it be? (5)

A first prize of a £30 John Lewis 
voucher and two runners-up 
prizes of £20 vouchers for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
20 January. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk, 
or post to: Crossword 2684, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword
2684: 
Romans 5
by Fieldfare

while more than half the world will be at war.
But cheer up, guys, this year will see a race
to reach the furthest limits out in space –
there’s time to hitch a lift and then, by heck,
we’ll find another planet we can wreck!
Sylvia Fairley

What fresh madness will we have to confront
In 2025? Let me take a punt.
Vladimir Putin will try and nuke us,
Ed Miliband will COP off with Caroline Lucas
Or could it be the other way round, who knows?
Meanwhile frenzied speculation grows
That the robotic PM isn’t really human at all
And that AI has been used to install
An android in Number Ten, although to be fair,
With his stilted demeanour and synthetic hair,
It’s always been hard to tell the difference with 

Keir,
And the voters who’ve had it up to here 
With the cyborg and his climate Jeremiah
Will hail the advent of a new Messiah.
Who might that be? I only said I’d take a punt,
But I’ve a feeling it will be another… bloke.
Sue Pickard

I’ve gazed into my crystal ball
But next year barely starts at all,
Just twenty days of Biden and then BOOM!
Yes, there are scandals, trends and crimes,
Keir Starmer resets several times,
But then the briefest brightness signals doom.

Thereafter, it’s first fire, then freeze,
And such Antipodean fleas
As skipped the War that brought the world low
Have cooling flesh on which to feast –
For we, once first, become the least.
What happens next my crystal will not show.
Adrian Fry

Our crystal ball is somewhat Delphic but
it offers up these thoughts for ’25.
For half the year the Dartford Tunnel’s shut.
Endangered corncrakes multiply and thrive. 

Clarkson abandons farming and TV.
A Fair Isle knitter wins the Turner Prize.
The next Named Storm turns back, heads out to sea.
It’s Westminster-sur-Mer as levels rise.

Now HS2 becomes a cycle way.
Liz Truss plays panto, makes a new career.
The Loch Ness Monster’s photographed at play.
Ed Davey makes a first-rate gondolier.

Musk gives his fortune to new libraries.
The UK’s future’s shaped by the I Ching
and all MPs packed off to monasteries.
The flying pigs? Oh yes, still on the wing.
D.A. Prince

NO. 3383: OUT OF THIS WORLD

You are invited to write a Tripadvisor-type 
review by an alien (English-speaking) who 
has been visiting Earth for the first time, 
150 words maximum. Please email entries to 
competition@spectator.co.uk by midday on 
15 January. From the end of the month the 
prizes will take the form of £25 John Lewis 
vouchers (an alternative will be sorted out 
for winners not in the UK). Please do carry 
on sending in your excellent entries.
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SOLUTION TO 2682: EXCHANGES 

The pairs of unclued lights (1 and 13; 15 and 11; 
20 and 34; 25 and 39; 26 and 31/16 reversed) are 
literal anagrams of each other.

First prize Justin Hughes, Petersfield, Hants
Runners-up Jacqui Sohn, Gorleston, Norfolk;
John Bennett, Havant, Hants

Name 

Address 

Five three-word phrases (in both 
Brewer and Chambers) have 
something in common. The 
unclued lights, correctly paired, 
form the second and third words 
of these. The first five words 
are hidden in the grid (across or 
down) and should be shaded. 
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