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LIFE LIFE

exploit the weaknesses. Qa8 41 Qf3 Ne8 
42 Ne2 Qa7 43 Ne3 Ng5 44 Qg3 Nd6 

All of a sudden, the e4 pawn is defenceless. 
45 Nf4 A desperate lunge, hoping for 
counterplay after 45…exf4 46 Qxf4 Ne8 47 e5, 
or 45…Ndxe4 46 Bxe4 Nxe4 47 Nh5+. Carlsen 
ignores the bait. Rxc3 White resigns 

Carlsen won both the rapid and blitz events in 
Kolkata, but not all his games went so smoothly. 
In the one below, Carlsen hoped to slowly trap 
the Nh1, but overlooked an elementary tactic.

Magnus Carlsen-Arjun Erigaisi
Tata Steel Chess India Blitz, November 2024

12 Qf4?? Qa5+ won the Nc5. Carlsen 
resigned a few moves later.

  Across
 5 Al Gore eats by the 

truckload (6)
 9 Dim and confused, fell  

in and died (3-7)
 14 Boxer from Hayle is  

oddly knocked out (3)
 16 Case of invertebrate found 

in hydrochloric acid (6)
 17 March with nudists’  

leader in buff (5)
 18 Tramp about with stupid 

person (5)
 20 Induced naked coward 

to take up arms (2,2,3)
 22 Passionate female parted, 

leaving son (7)
 24 Just cooked books after 

bad deal with European 
(2,5)

 25 Horse wearing bridle is 
a runner (5)

 26 Am not ultimately lofty in 
any way (2,3)

 31 Boozer with vacuous air 
and extremely dubious 
guts (7)

 33 Caught fathom-deep fish 
(3,4)

 37 Two kings in contact with 
a Scandinavian capital (5)

 38 Plan to return Monique’s 
or Kitty’s call (5)

 39 Shy lass hides in blanket 
(6)

 40 Scoundrel runs after 
copper (3)

 43 Intended one’s bed to be 
stripped in interim (8)

  Down
 1 A bag of spiders agitated 

transient visitor (4,2,7)
 2 In the morning everyone 

turned up and fleeced 
South American (5)

 3 Fisherman is reportedly 
more sensible (6)

 4 Yankee periodically 
libelled Grant (5)

 6 Deport a criminal, one 
taking another’s child (7)

 7 Native Americans in Ohio 
refuse to comply with 
Washington (6)

 11 Old hardware flying 
about? (9)

 12 Honest description of 
blond Conservative (4,3,6)

 13 Write article following 
case of nightmare drug (8)

 15 Cry of companion buried 
under rocks (7)

 23 Harry constantly going 
round British seat (7)

 27 Outflow from choppy lake 
over time (7)

 29 Engage core muscles, or 
start to buckle (6)

 30 Crooked financier 
heartlessly absconded (6)

 32 Unanimously vote against 
beginning to censor people 
retrospectively (3,3)

 34 Plant that’s mechanised in 
part (5)

 35 Island covered in fish 
bones (5)

 36 Too regularly missing 
allusion (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
4 December. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2681, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please note the early deadline 
for entries which is because of 
the Christmas printing schedule. 

Crossword 
2681: ‘I see wets 
in disarray!’  
by La Jerezana

In Competition 3376, prompted by news that 
avocado bathrooms are back in vogue, you 
were invited to compose poems about interior 
decor trends of yesteryear. Reading them, bub-
ble chairs and spider plants swam before my 
eyes. Jane Smillie’s list deserves a mention:

Artex and lava lamps, bamboo and tie dye,
Pop art and sideboards and stereo hi-fi,
LP racks and shagpile and chakra batik,
These are what passed for Seventies chic.

As does David Blakey’s light verse:
That rocket lamp’s no longer mine.
I can’t remember what I did.
But I’ve seen one for sale online
For almost seven hundred quid.
There was a suggestion of Betjeman in 

many of the entries (‘Are the requisites all in 
the toilet?’). Among other noteworthies were 
Jayne Osborn, Tracy Davidson, C. Paul Evans, 
Max Ross, Elizabeth Kay. The winners get £25. 

Come friendly bombs and fall, defile
This bedroom’s shaggy orange pile,
This tiki bar, this benchtop tile,
Macramé owls!
Oh, white-etched mirror on the wall,
This jungle room’s the worst of all,
Brown velvet chairs, cheese-fondue hall,
Lime-flowered towels.
This home’s not fit for humans now,
Its lawn-green hues would shock a cow
Down parquet stairs. Come fall, kapow;
Grind chrome to paste.
Please smash this avocado joke,
This purple lino over oak,
This fringe, before I have a stroke
And call this taste.
Janine Beacham

We keep ahead of fashion trends
Up here in NW3,
So now that retro is the thing.
We’re as backward as can be,
Though authenticity’s not cheap –
You need a bob or two!
It costs a fortune just to source
An avocado loo.
But we sit around an open fire
(The central heating’s off),
And over the fireplace hangs a print
By Mr Tretchikoff,
Whose splendid Chinese lady
We’ve brought back on the scene.
Though TVs were in black and white,
She’s a fine nostalgic green.
Brian Murdoch

To woo Og as his mate, Ug found a cave,
five-chambered, as a spouse back then would crave.
Its bioluminescent ceiling shone
a greenish-blue, and when the bears were gone
(evicted by Ug’s whooping and his spear),
he signalled his new partner the all-clear.
The largest chamber, with its chimney flue
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SOLUTION TO 2678: WINNING WORDS 

The unclued lights are four female winners of the 
Nobel Prize for Literature.

First prize Angela Robinson, Brighton, East Sussex
Runners-up Elizabeth Knights, Walton Highway, Wisbech; 
Andrew Vernalls, Milton Common, Thame, Oxon 

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

‘I kind of played old man’s chess in that game,’ 
said Magnus Carlsen, after winning a game against 
S.L. Narayanan, a top Indian grandmaster, at the 
Tata Steel Rapid in Kolkata last week. ‘No long 
variations, just positional chess.’ None of his 
moves would have come as a great surprise to his 
opponent, while Narayanan’s mistakes were 
inconspicuous. Yet Carlsen steadily assumed 
control of the game, consistently sensing the 
optimal places for his pieces. 

S.L. Narayanan-Magnus Carlsen
Tata Steel Chess India Rapid, November 2024

1 e4 e5 2 Nf3 Nc6 3 Bb5 a6 4 Ba4 Nf6 5 O-O 
Be7 6 Qe2 6 Re1 is more common, and one 
standard continuation is 6…b5 7 Bb3 d6 8 c3 O-O 
9 h3 Na5 10 Bc2 c5 11 d4. The move 9…Nc6-a5 
signifies the popular Chigorin variation, named
after Mikhail Chigorin, a Russian master from the
19th century. The strategies which Carlsen
employs in this game would be adapted from his
knowledge of that classic variation. d6 7 c3 O-O 
8 Rd1 Bd7 9 Bb3 Na5 10 Bc2 c5 11 d4 Qc7 12 
d5 b5 13 b3 g6 14 Nbd2 Nb7 15 Nf1 Nh5 16 
Bh6 Ng7 17 Ng3 f6 Carlsen prepares Nb7-d8-f7, 
to improve his worst-placed piece. The f5 advance 
can wait. 18 a4 Rfb8 The immediate 18…Nb7-
d8? 19 axb5! Bxb5 fractures the queenside pawns. 
19 axb5 axb5 20 Bd3 Qb6 21 b4 Usually, this 
is a desirable advance to restrict the Nb7. Here it is 
a subtle mistake, for reasons which become clear 
at move 25. c4 22 Bc2 Nd8 23 Nd2 Qb7 24 
Be3 Rxa1 25 Rxa1 Ra8 Were the pawns still on 
b3 and c5, the pressure against b5 from the Bd3 
would forbid this move, which allows Carlsen to 
take control of the open file. 26 Rf1 Ra3 27 f4 
Nf7 27…Rxc3? 28 Nb1 traps the rook. 28 fxe5 
Narayanan perhaps hoped for 28…Nxe5 29 Bd4, 
when both sides gain useful squares. Carlsen’s 
recapture creates an important alternate square  
for his knight on d6, and maintains the latent 
possibility of an f6-f5 break. The passed d-pawn is 
nothing to fear. dxe5! 29 Nb1 Ra2 30 h3 Ne8 
31 Bc5 Ned6 32 Kh2 Qa8 33 Rf2 Qd8 
34 Qd1 Bf8 35 Be3 Bh6 36 Bxh6 Nxh6 37 
Nd2 Kg7 38 Ndf1 Nhf7 39 Qf3 Ra3 40 Qe3 
The aggressive 40 h4 is well met by 40…Nh6! to 

PUZZLE NO. 828

Black to play. Erigaisi-Dubov, Tata Steel India 
Blitz, November 2024. Dubov chose Rg4-e4, 
overlooking a tactical shot that would have won 
the game. What was the winning move? Email 
answers to chess@spectator.co.uk by Monday 25 
November. There is a prize of £20 for the first cor-
rect answer out of a hat. Please include a postal 
address and allow six weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1 Be8! threatens 2 Qxb8#. 
If 1… Kxe8 2 Qc8# or 1… Qxe8 2 Nxe6#
Last week’s winner Alan Ward, Burgess Hill, 
West Sussex

Chess 
Slow and steady  
Luke McShane

Eight unclued lights are of a kind.

Competition 
Suite memories  
Victoria Lane

White to move, position after 11…Nf2xh1
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became where Og cooked veg and mammoth stew,
upon a hearth of river-rounded stones,
while Ug carved figurines from ground-sloth bones
to decorate their dwelling. In his den, 
he outlined ochre animals and men
upon the walls, depicting daring hunts,
which he recounted to his kids in grunts.
Today, Ug’s cave’s a place of worldwide fame,
preserved since when the last great Ice Age came.
Paul A. Freeman

Plaster the ceiling, Gary,
And give it a really good swirl:
Nothing says ‘class’ like some Artex,
And I’m Orpington’s classiest girl.
The wallpaper’s got to be woodchip – 
Its texture is simply divine.
I know that your mother can’t stand it,
But talk about pearls before swine!
Farrow & Ball’s all she uses – 
‘Elephant’s Fart’ and the rest –
I can’t see the point of ‘Dead Salmon’
When magnolia’s clearly the best.
I’ll carpet the toilet tomorrow
And glue flying ducks to the wall;
Then pop down to Lidl to purchase
A novelty gnome for the hall.
Tom Adam

‘Take your time on the open-tread stair,
yes, exquisite in teak – and do be aware
of the burgundy bath: gold taps, and yes, square! 
I imagine you noticed the mirrored doors
on the wardrobe, and bathroom tiles the Moors
would be proud of from ceiling to floor,
and this ingenious space with a foldaway door?
Ah, such a convenient kitchen hatch,
yes, glass sliding doors and a magnetic catch.
The fireplace is to die for – the rustic touch
and dear little holes for your treasures and such,
and they kept the shagpile in perfect condition –
so welcoming, such a delightful tradition.
Anaglypta throughout and an end wall in grey.
Will you offer by email? What do you say?’
Jane Newberry

Our terraced house, two up, two down,
Was not the smartest house in town
But had, downstairs, snug as the womb,
Its cosy, homely living room,
A small but warm and friendly space,
Dad’s armchair by the fireplace,
A drop-leafed table where we’d eat,
The wireless set, our evening treat,
Green wallpaper embossed with flowers,
A clock that chimed away the hours
And chime the hours it always will
Since, happily, I live here still,
Content with all that meets my eyes
And no desire to modernise
But live a life of laissez-faire
And spend my days in Dad’s armchair.
Alan Millard

NO. 3379: SEASON’S EATINGS

In a festive reheating of a previous comp, you 
are invited to submit a contribution to a col-
lection of Christmas recipes by fictional char-
acters. Please email entries to competition@
spectator.co.uk by 2 December. (NB the early 
deadline is for the Christmas schedule.)


