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LIFE

  Across
 1  Stupid gents boy cleaned 

out (5)
 10  Queen and peer she’d 

seduced, knight stops and 
berates (10)

 11  Plaster over wounds starts 
to come off (6)

 12  Trees the French 
philosopher hugs (7)

 14  Senior soldier adult axed 
dead in Morse? (5)

 15  Geordie washes down 
muddy Sandy without a bit 
of soap (5)

 16  King gripped by incredible 
film star (6)

 22  Indispensable, I left 
Bogotá in trouble (8)

 23  Holy book new rector 
gave Di (7)

 24  Frenchman very OK on 
the outside (4)

 25  Come now and drink with 
HMRC’s man (2,2)

 32  Reptiles into devouring a 
torso? (6)

 34  Less sensible director 
sacked later (5)

 36  Singer set off hounds (7)
 37  Feast I seethed about 

includes crustless pie (6)
 38  Brit ultimately gave Asian 

queen a new dog (10)
 40  Chap cupboards not one 

hairnet (5)

  Down
 2  Music festival old 

contralto mounts (5)

 4  Soldiers in HQ got up and 
were off (7)

 5  Chairmen may do this 
stuff in bedrooms (10)

 6  Soon I’d a lyre to play (7)
 7  Triumphant times vet dies 

in (1-4)
 8  Glorifying old archbishop 

(absolute conservative) (9)
 9  Virginia’s sauce succeeded 

with turkey (4)
 13  Bearing right Roo’s pal set 

off (7)
 15  Idler leather splitter (6)
 17  Jack strolls miles away 

each noon in the year (4,6)
 18  Good wine fuels defender 

(7)
 20  Nye now has feet up the 

whole evening … (9)
 21  … needing a more 

substantial job (6)
 28  Angles are Germans 

plumbing deep ravines (7)
 31  Sweeper maybe someone 

tackles (5)
 33  Stumpy character keeps 

batting (5)
 34  Father of quartet (4)
 

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened 
on  30 September. Please scan 
or photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2671, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2671:  
Canned madras  
by Pabulum

Stiffing Kipling, our shop steward, Sid Cudgel, 
claimed the phrase as his own by right of repetition. 
‘We all say so,’ he would bellow, bludgeoning closed 
yet another meeting at which he had been the sole 
speaker, ‘and so it must be true.’ What had ‘we all’ 
said by means of composite motion, enforced 
hands-up vote and peroration from Cudgel? That 
we were overworked, underpaid and stood inex-
plicably foursquare behind Nicaraguan baristas, 
we gathered thereafter. In the end, disgruntled at the 
pub, we conceived the idea of forming a break away 
Union, isolating the bullying Cudgel. Carefully, col-
legiately, we penned a letter to Sir Greville, the fac-
tory’s Managing Director, requesting recognition 
without the ludicrously excessive demands Cudgel 
pressed. Having consulted the Board, Sir Greville 
strode into the pub the following night. ‘Are we rec-
ognised?’ a shout went up. ‘We all say so,’ Sir Gre-
ville smiled, ‘and so it must be true.’
Adrian Fry

Roadsong of the MAGAs
Here we are on the hottest day;
Everyone’s welcome but not if you’re gay.
Don’t you envy our face paint, our Jim Crow flags?
They call us weird but we weather those tags.
We live by the rule of alternative facts
And boo the hundreds of fake news hacks.
Our truth is bestest – so give us our due –
We all say so, so it must be true.

Wouldn’t you love to have friends like ours?
Rows of us marching through sunshine and 
 showers?
Baloo, Bagheera, Akela and Kaa,
All gathered to worship from near and afar.
Our guru King Louis’s tweets motor the polls;
They’ll keep him on top in spite of the trolls.
If not he’ll win bigly by staging a coup,
We all say so, so it must be true.
Ralph Goldswain

I poked my head round the door. ‘Is this the Inde-
pendent Thinking seminar?’ I said.

It was. There were 20 people inside, sitting in 
rows facing a young woman speaker. I took a seat.

‘…no one can tell you what to think,’ the woman 
was saying. ‘Independence is your most precious 
possession. What’s our mantra?’

Twenty people repeated: ‘We all say so, and so it 
must be true.’ I sniggered. They stared at me.

‘Is there a problem?’ asked the woman.
‘Well,’ I said. ‘It’s like the Monty Python scene 

where the crowd chants “We are all individuals” and 
one guy says “I’m not.”’

There was silence. No one laughed.
‘You are a disruptive element and must be dealt 

with,’ the woman said.
‘What?’
‘Disruptive element. We all say so, and so it must 

be true,’ they chorused in a menacing monotone.
Someone got up, walked to the door and locked it.

Joseph Houlihan

NO. 3369: SMALLS MIRACLE

Recently there was an ‘underwear storm’ in 
Chongqing, when freak winds whipped bras 
and pants off laundry lines and into the air. 
You’re invited to imagine the telling of this or 
some other similarly strange real event cen-
turies hence, once it has become legend (150 
words max). Please email entries to competi-
tion@spectator.co.uk by 25 September.
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SOLUTION TO 2668: OBIT VII   

The BOWLER (7) was DEREK (26) Underwood  
(synonym of COPSE (32)), nicknamed ‘Deadly’, 
who died on 15 April 2024. The four victims were 
MUSHTAQ MOHAMMAD, SUNIL GAVASKAR, 
GRAHAM DOWLING and GARRY SOBERS.

First prize Robert Bailey, Norwich
Runners-up Dorothy Mulvenna, Lancaster;
Bill Stewart, Leicester 

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

Nine unclued lights (including 
two of three words and three 
of two with one in short form, 
ignore an apostrophe) have been 
seen on 35. A clued light gives 
a further example also in short 
form and must be shaded. Else-
where, ignore an accent.
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