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LIFE

  Across
 5 Mark sample of class 

essays (6)
 9 I’m beginning to like  

hot chap’s twinkling of  
an eye (10)

 14 Beginning of oxidisation 
on iron container? (3)

 17 One who chooses mixed 
ramen (5)

 18 Of sound mind, regularly 
returns wearing gold ring 
(5)

 20 Followers regret taking 
European money (7)

 22 Half of Earth’s journey 
round Sun used for 
retaining heat … (7)

 24 … is lacking energy in 
orbit (7)

 25 Direct lines to the centre 
of Leningrad I installed (5)

 26 Biting cold and dry  
outside (5)

 28 Frank doffs cap to old 
money (7)

 31 Shooting Night Hunter 
in Crosby? (7)

 33 Go over old misfortune (7)
 37 People like you pay 

elevated energy rates 
suspiciously at first (5)

 39 Jug broken? A farce! (6)
 40 Drop backchat (3)
 41 He’s cruel, despicable, 

heartless, wild. Pick a 
different date! (10)

 43 Remarkably fine (4, 4)

  Down
 1 Table-thumping? (7-6)
 2 Diamond ring tucked into 

case of roguish doctor (5)

 3 He raps about help getting 
to the top (6)

 4 Food transporter cycles 
mile around university (5)

 6 Muppet’s mode of 
transport (7)

 7 Make a mistake with 
commission (6)

 8 Every now and then 
poodles rolled in mud (4)

 10 New dramas in old city (6)
 11 Ray’s ill, I’m upset too (9)
 12 Navigation aid where 

Nile gets windy (8,5)
 13 Tightrope walker’s pole 

gets cut in the middle (8)
 21 Suffering ennui, so I get 

organised (8)
 23 Regret concerning 

inspector (7)
 27 Cook with fat ocean fish 

(4,3)
 30 Ban on large amount of ale 

(6)
 34 Steady couple (5)
 35 Row of popular guests (5)
 36 Use wind power? South 

Africa replaces a third of 
fossil fuel (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
16 September. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2669, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Doc writes: This week we 
welcome Fire to the Spectator 
compiling team.

Crossword 
2669: Partners 
in crime  
by Fire

someone said. I was astounded at the profundity of 
this insight into the urban disruption of the space-
time continuum, and hurried away to think it over. 
Helen George

I flaneurially describe an approximate if subcon-
sciously determined arc about the provincial town of 
Swindon, my perambulations encompassing the limi-
nal, Ballardian industrial estates, all bland verges and 
logistics warehouses over which the intellect glides 
for want of architectural focus, to the adjacently non-
descript Lego housing estates of homes distinguish-
able only by vintage of satellite dish. Absent entirely 
is metropolitan profusion – the fascinating jostle of 
plague pits beneath car parks, blue plaques com-
memorating pioneering Georgian essayists, omni-
present vagrants boasting intimacy with Sebastian 
Horsley. Such celebrities as adhere like fossilised 
barnacles to Swindonian culture – fey proto-envi-
ronmentalist Richard Jefferies, zero-wattage starlet 
Diana Dors – of insufficient substance to inspire this 
clause. Entering a zombie community pub, I conde-
scend to conversation with locals whose embryon-
ic attempts at discourse, inevitably soccer-centred, 
fail to gestate copy. Flouncing gratefully onto the 
next London-bound train, I conclude Swindon is a 
sort of psychosocial antimatter, a void. Avoid.
Adrian Fry

The journey from Iceland might take many potential 
forms, but solvitur ambulando: it’s only about twen-
ty paces from the glacial supermarket’s automatic 
doors to the constantly gaping entrance of apostro-
phe-negative Greggs. The midday queue hugs the 
long glass window, and the temptation to Act the 
Urchin and to snub one’s nose against that trans-
parency is not easily overcome. Even the thought 
that other sternutatory nostrils might have affixed 
themselves to the same place is not necessarily off-
putting. The memory of antiseptic, cryogenic aisles 
recurs as one awaits the warmth of a katsu chick-
en bake; this is not a journey to be accomplished 
in reverse. The satisfaction of Peppermint Candy 
or Memento cannot be applied to a slow mosey, or 
even scutter, from Greggs to Iceland. That would 
be retrograde. Only the future should be celebrated 
with the sweet psoriasis of flakes of pastry; the past 
deserves much colder consideration.
Bill Greenwell

Devizes is the place to engage fully, the centre of 
the universe as Inshaw says, trophy-brandishing 
splashes of trapped light. I step from the house 
light-hearted. My pulse hums but keeps me float-
ing, grateful to be part of the necessary transit of 
the town. I look right towards the lockup – who are 
the locked up? Patterns of survival can be surmised, 
weaving the orbit of the old asylum, but some of 
the spirits have departed. (Up this street strolled the 
poet, drink-it-all-in Edward Thomas, on his way to 
Tan Hill and Pas-de-Calais.) But there are no words 
to do justice to the unlanguaged persistence of the 
early morning traffic: its growling rage as it grinds 
through the Passchendaele puddles. I am heading 
west-by-northwest in a straight line, holding to the 
path by seeing it as anything but what it actually is. 
I approach the car and open the door.
Sarah Drury

NO. 3367: OUR KID

You are invited to write a poem in any form 
– sonnet, rhyme royal, trochaic tetrameter? 
– about the Brothers Gallagher (of Oasis), 
16 lines maximum. Please email entries to 
competition@spectator.co.uk by midday on 
11 September.
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SOLUTION TO 2666: ALL SECURE   

Unclued lights are knots.

First prize David Sparks, Basingstoke, Hampshire
Runners-up Lynn Foreman, Sholing, Southampton ; 
Dennis Cotterell, Carlisle 
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Four pairs of unclued lights 
are all similarly linked.
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