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LIFE LIFE

40 Rxg7+ Kxg7 41 Qe7+ Rf7 42 Qg5+ with a 
draw by perpetual check. Qf3+ 40 Kd2 Rxf4 
41 exf4 Qf2+ 42 Kc3 Qxg1 43 Qxb7 Qc1+ 
44 Kb3 Qc4+ 45 Ka3 Qxd4 46 Qxc6 Kf7 
Once the checks expire, the extra pawn easily 
decides the game. 47 Qd7+ Kf6 48 Qd8+ Kf5 
49 Qg5+ Ke6 50 Qg4+ Kd6 51 Qg6+ Kc5 
52 Qe8 Qb4+ 53 Ka2 Kc4 54 Qc6+ Kd4 55 
Qd7 Qc4+ 56 b3 Qc2+ 57 Ka3 Qc5+ 58 
Ka2 Kd3 59 Qxg7 e3 60 Qg1 Kd2 61 Qg5 
e2 62 f5+ Qe3 63 Qg2 Kc1 64 f6 Qd2+ 65 
Ka3 Qb2+ White resigns 

Royal’s only loss came against Matthew 
Wadsworth, whose result in Hull (including an 
impressive win against me) also earned him a 
grandmaster ‘norm’; Wadsworth will need one 
more such result to earn the title. 

Matthew Wadsworth-Shreyas Royal
British Championships, Hull 2024

35 Rbc1! 35 Rbd1 Rf7 is less clear. a4 36 
Rd7 a3 37 Rcc7 Rf7 A creative defence, 
avoiding 37…a2 38 Rxg7+ Kh8 39 Rxh7+ Kg8 
40 Rcg7 mate. 38 Rc8+ Rf8 39 Rcc7 Rf7 40 
Rxf7 a2 41 Rxg7+ Kf8 42 Rcf7+ Ke8 43 
Rxh7! Wadsworth correctly judges that the 
hoovering rooks will beat the promoted queen. 
a1=Q+ 44 Kg2 Qa2 45 Rc7 Qd5+ 46 f3 
Qa2+ 47 Kh3 Qe6+ 48 Kh4 Kd8 49 Rc8+! 
Black resigns in view of 49…Rxc8 50 Rh8+ 

  Across
 1 Dry duck takes in energy 

drink (8)
 6 Least exciting exam takes 

a minute (6)
 10 Place for improvement? 

(8,4)
 11 Man of note could break 

galley up – regularly (5)
 13 Snapshot taken last  

month around Ohio for  
US novelist (7)

 17 Watch drunken orgy  
after broadcast (6-2)

 21 Wandering bear  
wandering round tarn (8)

 23 Sign, given role in  
section of defence (7)

 25 Sea loch oddly not  
found in Seville (3)

 26 Lengthen in either 
direction (3)

 28 Makes it possible for 
former England manager 
to go topless (7)

 29 Basic principle of 
weakling keeping little 
money (8)

 34 Cavers in trouble – nearly 
all see deep crack (8)

 35 Long delay – but heading 
off (4)

 40 Used lob cryptically – 
in this sport? (5,7)

 41 On board Noah’s opening 
his ship for fantastic 
animals (6)

 42 Takes stock, quadrupeds 
and half the shires (8)

  Down
 1 Little love, right for the 

bursar (9)
 2 Swimmers sleep over 

endlessly (4)
 3 Where porkers head to get 

warm and cosy (6)

 5 Proudly claim spa’s not 
hot (8)

 6 Odd title or poem (7)
 7 Conquerors of Granada 

changing rooms (5)
 8 Formality of taking torch 

from Loch Ness Monster 
at sea (10)

 15 Make quick run, leaving 
cover behind (6)

 18  Rating of economic 
measure of November 
1967 not used at first (10) 

 20 No alcoholic drink served 
up as spirit (6) 

 22 Hardy girl crossing  
a street the Valencian  
finds vulgar (9)

 24 New tyres are badly 
serrated (8)

 27 Short time before new 
seed breaks away (7)

 31 Cultured fellows starting 
to support a team from 
Edinburgh (6)

 33 Shock after termination  
of eccentric professor’s 
post (5)

 37 King once called for 
a joint (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
2 September. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2667, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2667: Orbital  
by Doc

All the world is a safe performance space. Persons of 
one, several or no genders play vital roles. All share 
equally a capacity to exit and enter. Orthodox chro-
nology restricts freedom by compelling individuals 
to adopt seven roles in a given order. These roles, 
here ungendered in order to encourage identifica-
tion from the full breadth of the identity rainbow, 
can be listed thus: infant, learner, lover, peacemaker, 
human rights lawyer, pre-senior, senior. To each role 
can be appended a set of stereotypical descriptors, 
excised here because they are in all cases discrimina-
tory and likely triggering to those who have passed 
through the phases described, or to those bearing 
witness to similar passage in others. The suggestion 
offered by these satirical descriptors, that life is cir-
cular and for this reason futile, is excised also, as it 
is disempowering. Blank verse being exclusionary, 
I have chosen to express myself in plain English.
Adrian Fry

IAGO: Even now, no, very now
A proud man of African descent
Doth this night woo thy gender-neutral offspring,
They are lock’d e’er now in discourse. Arise!
Awake the loyal citizens with the bell,
A birthing person, they may give to thee,
A grandchild thou can’st dandle on thy knee.
Arise, I say.
BRABANTIO. What? What say you?
Is your emotional judgment lost?
Sylvia Fairley

The raven herself is hoarse
That croaks the fatal entrance of Duncan
Under my battlements, bespeaking his sense
Of imperious entitlement, to thus encroach
Upon this fortress which serves me in the office
Of a safe space, preserved from the male gaze,
Now invaded by this hateful agent of the patriarchy.
Come you physicians that tend on mortal parts,
Unsex me here, fill me from crown to toe
Top-full of potions and medicines potable,
Stop up the access to my front passage.
Come to my woman’s breasts and take them
With thy keen knife, leave not the slightest substance.
As for my privy parts, thou can’st make them
And I shall set them forth before foul Duncan
And cry, ‘Behold, behold!’
Sue Pickard

Recycle all your efforts, cherished chums,
In this ongoing siege scenario;
Or gently plug the edifice ahead
With pictures of this country’s ‘fallen’ folk. 
When peril’s only mild, it is most apt
For humans to keep calm and carry on.
But in peak danger, you are all advised
To match a tiger’s/tigress’ attitude.
And mirror his/her/their assertiveness,
Invoking vital fluids. So: replace
Innate kindheartedness with shows of pique,
Then use your eyeball (mind your mental health!)
To emulate artillery on wheels,
And, with your forehead jutting out, extend
It, like a cliff, towards the French. Teeth clenched,
And nostrils flared, inhale, but please take care.
Richard Spencer

NO. 3365: BREAKING IT DOWN

You are invited to submit an extract from or 
synopsis of a PhD about some aspect of con-
temporary street culture, such as for example 
breakdancing (150 words maximum). Please 
email entries to competition@spectator.co.uk 
by midday on 28 August.
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SOLUTION TO 2664: FIRST NAME TERMS  

The unclued lights can be sorted into four trios of  
forenames in a reducing anagram chain: MONICA, 
NAOMI, MONA (4,31): DECLAN, LANCE, NEAL 
(12,24,36): SINEAD, DIANE, ENID (33,15,34) and  
ALISON, SONIA, SIAN (42,13).

First prize E.C. Jones, Whaley Bridge, Derbyshire
Runners-up Charles Barr, Norwich; 
Mike Brand, Edinburgh

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

The British Championships, which concluded in 
Hull earlier this month, saw a notable achievement 
for 15-year-old Shreyas Royal, whose stellar 
performance was his third and final qualifying 
result to earn him the grandmaster title. He 
becomes the youngest British player to reach that 
milestone, beating David Howell’s record which 
had held since 2007 (and before that, my own!).

Royal’s win against Howell was one of the 
best games of the event, although the Alexander 
Best Game Prize (named for C.H.O’D. Alexander, 
the Bletchley Park codebreaker and Spectator 
chess columnist) was awarded to Howell, for the 
precision in his endgame against Ameet Ghasi. 

Below, Royal made the courageous decision to 
jettison his knight and fight for the initiative, 
avoiding the obvious but passive 23…Nf5-e7.

David Howell-Shreyas Royal
British Championships, Hull 2024

23… fxe5!? 24 gxf5 e4 25 Ne1 25 Ne5 Qg5+ 
sheds the e3-pawn, and perhaps d4 too. Routing 
the knight to g2 has a more secure appearance. 
Qh4 26 Ne2 Qxh3 27 Qd2 Bc7 28 fxg6 Re6 
29 Nf4 Bxf4 30 Rxf4 Rxg6+ 31 Ng2 Rh6 32 
Raf1 Missing an ingenious defensive idea: 32 Kf2 
g5 33 Rg1! Qh2+ 33 Kf2 Rg6 34 Rg1 Rf8 34…
Rg3! introducing ideas of g7-g5 and Rg3-f3+ 
would give Black a decisive attack. 35 Rxf8+ 
Kxf8 36 Qb4+ Kg8 37 Kf1 Rf6+ 38 Nf4 
Qh3+ 39 Ke2 39 Rg2! clings on, e.g. 39…Qxe3 

In Competition 3362 you were invited to sub-
mit a passage from Shakespeare as rewritten 
by the sensitivity reader. The entries were on 
the whole excellent and it was painful to have 
to jettison so many: often it came down to a 
repetition of the same excerpt. A special men-
tion to D.A. Prince (‘My partner’s eyes are 
theirs: I cannot share comparisons’), David 
Blakey for his Old Shepherd’s speech, and 
Robert Brydges for his revised Twelfth Night 
in which Viola ends up with Olivia, Sebastian 
with Antonio, and Orsino is left ‘betrothèd  
nor to maid nor man’. The winners get £25.

This royal throne of monarchs, government-
 supported,
This oft-changing democracy, this seat of deities,
This other Utopia, pending improvements,
This island built by evolving nature
Against infection, acts of terrorism and related 
 hostilities,
This collection of citizens of all backgrounds,
This diverse geological landscape set by the 
 English Channel,
Which serves it in the physical form of a barrier,
Or as a moat, separating its territory
from other Euro-centric lands,
This location, this environment, this nation, this 
 United Kingdom,
This birthplace of royal figureheads and commoners,
Famous for certain celebrities,
Despised for its former empire-building actions,
Now offering multi-faith service and true equality,
Repenting of past crusades, slavery and invasions.
Janine Beacham

Thrice its contents have been boiled
As round our cauldron we have toiled
At hummus, quorn and mung-bean bake
And kelp and lentil protein shake,
With kale en gelée, lettuce purée,
Pulses three-way, seaweed soufflé,
Edamame bean surprise
With almond milk and fat-free fries,
And fig brulée with senna pods,
The choice of costive vegan gods.
Good fortune will attend Macbeth who
Comes to try our tasting menu.
So, double, double toil and trouble;
Though fire still burns ’tis veggies bubble.
Martin Parker

To be, or what to be, that is the question,
Whether we should rely on mindfulness,
Or face proactively those many things
That might keep us awake. We need our rest,
For by our sleep we can bring to an end
A thousand problems. But perchance we’ll dream –
Ay, there’s the rub! For sometimes when we have
Dropped off, dreams are not nice, so we require
A healthy sleep, and pleasant visions are
Something devoutly to be wished, that we
Forget our boyfriend/girlfriend troubles, or
Our pompous boss. We may quietus make
Not with a bodkin but a beaker full
Of cocoa, from whose bourn-ville all may drink,
Then, like all travellers, return refreshed.
Brian Murdoch

PUZZLE NO. 814

Black to play. Vidit - Al-Mudahka, Fide World 
Rapid Team Championship, 2024. The Qatari 
grandmaster landed a decisive blow here. What 
did he play? Email answers to chess@spectator.
co.uk by Monday 19 August. There is a prize of 
£20 for the first correct answer out of a hat. Please 
include a postal address and allow six weeks for 
prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1 Nd5! then 1…Kxd5 
2 Qd4# or 1…Kxf3 2 Qg2# or 1…Kf5/1…Kd3 
2 Qg6#
Last week’s winner Mike Truran, Ducklington, 
Witney, Oxon

Chess 
Grandmaster Royal  
Luke McShane

The unclued lights are of a kind 
and are listed in Chambers.

Competition 
As they prefer it  
Victoria Lane

White to play, position after 34…Rd8-f8
Black to play, position after 23 g2-g4
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