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LIFE

  Across
 1 Leaves evening party, 

returning by church (8)
 12 Rag Conservative, 

reluctant after defeat (10)
 13 Sad rake unpleasant with 

no love in sight (6)
 15 Nice No. 1’s changed, 

according to singers? (8)
 18 Where the result of perks 

may be enjoyed (6,3)
 19 Calais etc unexpectedly 

austere (9)
 25 Maori dance twice caught 

cycling shorts (6)
 27 Footballers clutching tight 

back ligaments (6)
 29 Ditch possible outcome of 

amusing quip (2-2)
 30 Yvette, now and then one 

chilly sort? (4)
 32 Resorts across Channel 

sent back nationals (9)
 34 Elbow hit with a bat is 

weakened (2,1,3,3)
 37 Hiding nothing, 

ecclesiastical court and 
Catholicism show pattern 
of feelings (8)

 38 Our Lady inspiring 
disciple’s work in stone 
(7)

 39 Covered with shrub, black 
and wide (6)

 40 He repeatedly passed 
around mug (6-4)

 42 WW2 commandos placed 
rearward stopping most of 
staff retreating (8)

  Down
 1 Admin personnel in firm 

create unknown effect on 
TV (9)

 3 Delicate element of self-
indulgence (5)

 4 Imminent order – 
truncheon deployed (5,3,6)

 5 River I associate with 
Wellington? (7)

 6 Dirty paving stone that’s 
found on clean beaches 
(4,4)

 7 Panned NHS for derelict 
wards? (6-8)

 9 King I see with bishop (4)
 10 Decree tree should stand 

on island (6)
 11 Duck Princess heard (5)
 16 Violently eject 

Shakespearean character 
(5)

 17 Expert rosarian’s top 
maple (4)

 21 Old spectacles, maybe 
round, worn by girl, OK 
(5,4)

 24 Met article turned aside 
when head of Vice retires 
(8)

 28 Infantile blunder involving 
adult past (7)

 31 Extremely earnest male 
checks intermittently cut 
mains gas (6)

 34 Democrat blocking violent 
dictator’s government (5)

 36 Bones well raised on both 
sides of scapula (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for  
the first correct solutions opened 
on 5 August. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2663, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2663:  
CTRL+SHIFT+S  
by CheeseCracker 

songs greater than the first. I could observe many 
anthems ribbing former lovers, and others of lav-
ender hazes, champagne problems and karma. I 
shouted for joy, and danced; I could not shake it off.
Janine Beacham

While a Traveller’s chief Aim should be to make 
Men wiser and better I confess myself sorely tested 
by my Encounter with the Yahoos, and fearful of 
any mass of People for their Smells, Braying and 
Rudeness. I am not the Man I was. Yet a medical 
Friend urged a benevolent Immersion in the Cul-
ture of the Swifties and their Adoration of a Vocal-
ising Artist. While I resisted he persisted, until Fate 
found me swept along in their midst into a Brob-
dingnagian arena. Their Smell was cleanly, like 
warm Hay. Their whoops and gurgles, while not 
musical, yet had a kindly Cadence. Their Artist, 
being of a pleasingly wholesome Demeanour and 
less immodestly attired than many of her Ilk, com-
mended herself to me by espousing the Cause of 
torturing Poets. My hearing is not was it was but 
this was music to my ears, and to all around me.
D.A. Prince

When I awoke, I beheld an astonishing sight. I was 
in a huge amphitheatre, amongst a hundred thousand 
excited, brightly dressed folk, known as ‘Swifties’. 
Enquiring as to the purpose of this gathering, I was 
met with disbelief. ‘Don’t you know, bro? It’s Tay-
lor!’ My strange new companions were worship-
pers of their beloved local goddess, Taylor. For all 
their exuberance, however, their country was under 
a curse. One leader was unable to construct a sen-
tence. The other, Cassandra in reverse, was con-
demned to speak in untruths, only to be believed by 
his benighted followers. The people turned to Tay-
lor for solace, having each sacrificed a year’s wages 
on tickets. When she appeared, they were in rap-
tures. A goddess, dazzling to behold, with the voice 
of an angel and a message of profound inspiration: 
‘Shake, shake, shake, shake, you gotta shake it off, 
yeah, hoo-hoo-hoo…’ I confess that I was moved. 
David Silverman

I came at last to the land of the Swifties, a tribe rem-
iniscent of the Weenyboppers who once dwelt in  
the lost kingdom of Bieber, diminutive females, 
evincing unearthly shrieks and wails. Clad in 
immodest apparel of a pinkish hue, they had gath-
ered to salute their empress. Girt around their wrists 
were bracelets, glowing eerily. I could only conjec-
ture that these performed some ritualistic function, 
for when the empress, by an act of artful necro-
mancy, appeared as if from nowhere, her subjects 
raised their arms, bracelets aglow. Her Majesty 
proceeded to sing and play on the harpsichord, 
arousing a fervour in her audience that I had not 
hitherto seen. I staid in that place not above three 
hours but to my astonishment I began to conceive 
a violent affection for the empress and resolved 
never to quit her realm. My travels were at an end. 
I had become a Swiftie.
Sue Pickard

NO. 3361: TO THE LETTER

You’re invited to submit a passage or poem 
where the meaning has been affected by a 
missing, substituted or surplus letter here 
and there, e.g. damp squid, naive oyster (150 
words/16 lines max). Please email entries to 
competition@spectator.co.uk by 31 July.

SOLUTION TO 2660: WALSALL WINTERS  

Emily Brontë’s poem ‘Remembrance’ includes: 
‘Cold in the earth – and fifteen wild Decembers, 
From those brown hills, have melted into spring.’
Brownhills is a town in the borough of Walsall, hence the title.

First prize Anne Greenwood and Martin Plews,  
Horsham, W. Sussex
Runners-up Ian Laming, Chippenham;
Neville Twickel, Shipston-on-Stour, Warwickshire
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The ten unclued lights com-
prise five pairs, as implied by 
the title. Elsewhere, ignore one 
apostrophe.
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