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LIFE

  Across
 1 British bishop packing 

pickles in hampers (7)
 6 Creep made dull mates 

all shed clothes (7)
 11 Jack and John, married 

and flourishing (6)
 12 Brings out daywear oddly 

shunned by male models 
(7)

 14 Some retired relatives of 
great importance (5)

 16 Touches sunglasses (6)
 17 Setter in grip of muted 

mental boredom (6)
 19 Idleness of boozer 

receiving benefit repelled 
Brussels bureaucrats (9)

 24 Hot desert air is most 
wearisome (9)

 26 Type of soup that’s geek’s 
finest, according to 
Spooner (5,4)

 30 An editor’s rewritten lines 
(9)

 32 Lock up shack beset by 
crime (4,2)

 33 Advise hosts about rabbit 
colony (6)

 35 Dapper husband in Welsh 
town (5)

 37 Plant in middle of lanes 
by M1 (7)

 38 Starts to appreciate typical 
family’s kind of diet (6)

 39 Ring fellow back before 
drowsing (7)

 40 Skill of small and large 
oarsmen (7)

  Down
  1 Kneeler gets hit (7) 
 2 Complaint from notable 

atheists (5)

 4 Crazy volte-face’s leaving 
Conservative agape (4,5)

 5 Roman coin turned up, 
small and shiny (6)

 6 Understand lottery article 
upset prize winners (8)

 8 Boiled eels discomposed 
composer (3,7)

 9 Smeared eccentric Etonian 
duke (8)

 10 Perhaps fire Attlee after 
change of leader (7)

 13 More discriminating 
companion loves gent full 
of energy (8)

 18 Not recognised, I attend 
mud wrestling (10)

 20 Extremely clever nurses 
invite busy person for 
drink (4,4)

 22 Sparkling day boozing 
heartily on Greek island 
(9)

 23 Grandad excitedly 
embracing university 
student about to receive 
degree (8)

 25 Support band repair 
guitars, perhaps (8)

 27 Boy made out with most 
unpleasant athlete (7)

 28 Shot clergyman, by the 
sound of it (6)

 29 Pushes off sheets (6)
 34 King regularly lacks in 

spirit (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
29 July. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2662, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 

Crossword 
2662: 
OOVIIXVII  
by La Jerezana 

fair, flushing, fruitful females pine
for rough men with rough edges.
Then will the heavy-hanging weed,
priapic plant of sins,
inflame hot, fervent flesh to breed,
thus, mollocking begins.
Janine Beacham

The sukebind is late this year.
That’s quite obscure, to me, I fear.
Though forty years in the UK,
At ninety-two, I’m stumped today.

I asked my Oxford dictionary.
It said, This plant is imaginary.
That leaves the awful fact which is:
I lived my life not knowing this.

The plant offers superstition
And intense rustic passion –
it also hints at fertility,
Quite beyond my ability.

The telltale sign that it begins?
Whenever there’s cytokinins.
It will appear, so have no fear.
But yes, the sukebind is late this year.
Johannes Kerkhoven

The sukebind be late this year, lingersome Spring 
having clung, chill and damp as the parson’s hand-
shake, long into Maytime. Yeoman and wench 
alike be famished for first sightings of its emerald 
splendour, haunting fecund field and orchards with 
yearnful eyes. When comes, ’twill be profuse in the 
wains as ’twas in my Grancher’s day, setting off, 
like gamekeeper’s gun, the gert rampancy distin-
guishing these parts. Then, hayloft to ditch, there’ll 
be engorgements, yieldings, writhings, intertwin-
ings and the lusty conjoinment of what is swole with 
what is hole, all a-purpose to pleasure and what folk 
here-bouts do, whispering, name the Ninemonth 
Consequence. I have heard hedge priests call this 
devilry, schoolmasters ignorance, doctors madness, 
though half the County Asylum be full of them as 
stopped at their books sooner than gaze upon the 
sukebind and take their turn in the game of moil  
and squelch as conjured them hither afirstplace. 
Adrian Fry

While I was scrolling in an online shop
I saw a rather snazzy little mop
and thought, as I secured it with a click,
‘Much more efficient than a clettering stick.’
I knew you’d like it as a fine surprise,
a little fal-lal to bedaze your eyes
that you could dangle from the special hook – 
our shared enjoyment of a silly book.

I still do things like that, although I know
you popped your clogs a dozen years ago.
I took the shock, sippeted-up the sorrow
and scranleted a solitary furrow.
Most of the time I carry on unvexed,
a world away from our especial text,
but now and then it hits me. Oh, my dear –
I think the sukebind will not bloom this year.
Ann Drysdale

NO. 3360: WRONG’UN?

You are invited to submit a passage or 
poem in which a fictional villain offers their 
side of the story (16 lines/150 words maxi-
mum). Please email entries to competition@ 
spectator.co.uk by midday on 24 July.
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SOLUTION TO 2659: SPLITTING THE ATOM  

Each of the six unclued pairs comprises words differing by 
a single change of ‘a-to-m’.

First prize Patrick Holland, Shrewsbury
Runners-up R.J. Green, Llangynidr, Crickhowell;  
Janet Hill, Eastbourne, E. Sussex

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

Seven unclued lights are con-
nected by an eighth. Elsewhere, 
ignore one acute accent and one 
apostrophe.
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