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LIFE

  Across
 1 Criminal having cheese 

biscuit that’s not bad (4-7)
 7 Found in cage in tribunal 

(3)
 13 You and I will get lost  

first with it becoming 
brighter than 39! (4-3)

 16 G and S operas at hotel 
that’s amongst the greens 
(5)

 17 Scottish challenge at the 
poultry farm, unendingly 
(6)

 18 Scowl at cow? (5)
 20 Rumour of waterway cut 

by road (6)
 22 Small insect begins to  

nip a bit (7)
 27 Hours away from 

Shoreditch organising 
game like Farkle (3,4)

 29 Hearts removed from  
fruit in school (5)

 30 Old pots belonging to 
station (6)

 34 Penetrate tip of aorta and 
guts (6)

 39 Somewhat dim fool I left 
on board (6)

 40 Smash success! (3)
 41 They are wrong about tear-

away, a trencherman (6,5)

  Down
 1 Invasive flowering weed – 

sadly with lots in the 
Home Counties (3,7)

 3 Partner with pass to 
sporting association (9)

 4 Capital worker’s fruit 
upset Ivor (12)

 5 Germanic spirits showing 
daring in Greek location 
(7)

 6 Bring up child in care 
found at the back (8)

 9 Free to exchange vouchers 
(6)

 12 Standing one behind the 
other, arguing? (2,1,3)

 14 Drunk, when speeding 
(4,3,5)

 19 Hollywood star of  
The Razor’s Edge rebuilt 
north-east Texan bar (4,6)

 23 Direction of thunder storm 
over house (3,5)

 24 Newspaper’s fate at 
scheduling period on TV 
(4,4)

 25 Emblem reportedly 
clashed with another in 
orchestra (6)

 26 Canoe re-designed on 
island – one amongst 
many? (7)

 31 Employ delaying tactics 
on the farm? (5)

 33 Track our late compiler (5)
 35 Balt is French husband (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
22 July. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2661, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2661: Spectrum     
by Doc

and I’ll be back on the road, though you meet some 
interesting types down at Oxfam.’

‘I’ll be away too, I suspect. Frankly, she’s had me 
here a few times, gets to page 103 and that’s it, back 
on the shelf. Mind you, she puts me next to Daniel 
Deronda, and he’s got a lovely green binding…’
Brian Murdoch

‘Excuse me,’ said a pot, sitting on the back-left ring.
‘You talking to me, sunshine?’ asked the kettle.
‘Sorry to disturb you but I really must apologise.’
The kettle didn’t know what to make of this and 

said so. ‘Yer what?’
‘I must apologise for what my grandmama said 

to your grandfather. All those years ago.’
The kettle let out a sigh and a tiny wisp of steam.
‘Oh, that.’
‘It was uncalled for.’
Another wisp. Bigger this time. ‘If she’d said that 

in this day and age, mate, she’d have been thrown 
out for scrap…’

‘I know, it’s too awful.’
‘…melted down probably. And rightly so.’
‘There’s no need to go on,’ said the pot.
‘You started it,’ said the kettle.

Adrian Moss

The kitchen table and its minion stools
were unimpressed by granddad’s favourite chair.
‘The old man left a house, a box of jewels –
and you,’ they said, ‘despoiled by wear and tear.’

‘My legs,’ the chair replied, ‘are bowed with age,
and yet my ornate back and arms are straight
and strong. A carpenter both skilled and sage
created me, so stow your ill-willed hate.’

The toaster laughed: ‘Upon your florid face
our owners stand to change a bulb, or sit
upon you, cheek-to-cheek, when saying grace.
You’re firewood! You’re done for! This is it!’

And so it seemed. The owners took the chair
and sold it at the annual village fête
to one whose antique watch said, ‘Don’t despair!
You’re Chippendale, worth half a million, mate!’
Paul A. Freeman

‘Looks like we’re swapping bums then.’
‘So it seems. How comfortable is yours?’
‘Oh, I can’t complain really. His trousers always 

feel very luxurious. Savile Row, I believe.’
‘Hmm, well, don’t expect that from my guy. That 

kind of elitism doesn’t play well with the electorate.’
‘To be honest, I have felt mine sweating a bit 

more of late. Especially during PMQs.’
‘At least all that squirming gives your leather a 

bit of a polish. You’re as radiant as an emerald, my 
good man.’

‘Why, thank you. I’ve had quite a few try me out 
in recent years. Not like some other benches I could 
mention.’

‘Ah, our red-leathered friends lording it up in 
the other place. They get backsides for life there.’

‘And ours can be outlasted by a lettuce. Still, I 
prefer the variety of asses we get here.’

‘Hear, hear, old boy.’
Jon Robins

NO. 3359: PITCH BATTLE

You are invited to submit an account of a  
historical event expressed as if it were foot-
ball match commentary (150 words/16 lines 
maximum). Please email entries to competi-
tion@spectator.co.uk by midday on 17 July.
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SOLUTION TO 2658: YACKETY-YACK   

The unclued lights are synonyms for GOSSIP, 
as Brewer confirms.

First prize Joanne Aston, Norby, Thirsk 
Runners-up Malcolm Taylor, Eskbank, Midlothian; 
Roderick Rhodes, Goldsborough, N. Yorks
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The unclued lights, four of two 
words, two individually or six 
pairs bear a common feature. 
One of the words does double 
duty, and another appears in 
two forms. Ignore three accents 
in the completed grid.
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