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LIFE LIFE

two seconds per move) were eligible for the 
record. In reality, there are vast numbers of 
online games played at even faster time limits, 
particularly one-minute chess. My back-of-
the-envelope estimate is that if you included 
all those faster time controls, the true number 
of games might easily be 50 per cent higher.

The other 1 per cent or so of games (75,000 
ish) took place in registered tournaments 
around the world. One of those was the US 
Junior Championship in St Louis, where the 
eventual winner finished his game on 20 July 
with a flourish.

Christopher Yoo-Jason Liang
US Junior Championships, St Louis, July 2024

1 e4 c5 2 Ne2 Nc6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 e6 5 
Nc3 Qc7 6 Be3 a6 7 Qf3 b5 8 Qg3 Bd6 9 
f4 Nxd4 10 Bxd4 Ne7 11 e5 Bc5 12 Bxc5 
Qxc5 13 Bd3 Bb7 14 O-O-O O-O 15 Rd2 
f5 16 exf6 Rxf6 17 Be4 Qc7 18 Bxb7 
Qxb7 19 Rhd1 Rd8 20 Qe1! A subtle 
retreat, preparing to include the knight in the 
game. If 20...Rxf4 21 Rxd7! crashes through. 
20...Rf7 21 Ne4 Qc7 22 Ng5 Rff8 23 Qe4 
g6 24 g3 Nc6 25 Rd6 Rf6 (see diagram) This 
prevents Nxe6, but walks into something 
worse: 26 Qxc6! dxc6 27 Rxd8+ Rf8 No 
better is 27...Kg7 28 R1d7+ 28 Rxf8+ Kxf8 
29 Nxe6+ Black resigns

  Across
 10 Dissolute old peer’s 

lament (7)
 12 Satisfied noise, leading 

around kings (4)
 13 Queen hugs almost 

dehydrated girl (8)
 14 Veep cycling in stubble 

field (6)
 15 Chilled time with one  

drug in some bars (3,3)
 16 What I do, given time,  

in animal’s home (4)
 20 Politician seized by firm 

idiot’s grasp (7)
 21 Smoke from vehicle 

carrying soldier back (5)
 25 Parting word in  

depression (4)
 26 Old dog, extremely lovely 

setter (4)
 31 Some success, excitingly, 

for cricket side (5)
 32 Monk finally burning  

book – what’s in sermon? 
(7)

 35 Causing movement to 
Mali, or abroad (8)

 36 Long, black jackal (4)
 38 Part of SW England 

without space to reverse 
(6)

 40 A painter with trouble 
around decorative plant (6)

 41 In putsch, Chinese 
dynasty’s appearing (6,2)

 42 Authentic Spanish outfit 
(4)

 43 Straighten out a nun’s 
trembling hands (7)

  Down
 2 Insect around river and 

barley (4)

 3 Mournful line in 15,  
oddly (7)

 4 Mayor nearly crosses 
French river (4)

 5 One who annoys maker  
of sewing kit (7)

 6 Jig around primitive old 
cloth (7)

 7 First Hanoverian king, say, 
and composer (5)

 8 Take LSD and fat bananas, 
getting persuaded (4-6)

 11 Fibs from hermits losing 
head (5)

 12 Minor gods criticise 
broken skis (7)

 17 Hip story I concocted 
about large deity (4,6)

 18 Parent’s following current 
religious leaders (5)

 22 Actress in dress circle (5)
 24 Milky resin, a bluish 

colour (7)
 27 Steer round part of UK 

with an elite graduate (7)
 29 Small element of pride? 

(4,3)
 30 Cheating husband 

dismissing inspiring love 
(7)

 33 Bard’s season to hurry 
over writing (5)

 37 Loudly call poet’s enemies 
(4)

 39 Monster thus from Oz? (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
19 August. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2665, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2665:  
Killer instinct  
by Lavatch

The witches helped; all hail the king!
We knocked off Duncan, saving him
from golf and porridge, everything
that makes this land so deadly grim.
While queen I ruled as party host
’til Macbeth spoiled that fun of mine
by banging on about a ghost;
I blame it on the corky wine.
Then haggis poisoning did me in,
you call me fiendlike, you condemn,
but it was Scotland, not my sin
that put an end to Lady M.
Janine Beacham

I met a knight, out in the meads,
Alone and whingeing, palely.
‘Good knight,’ said I, ‘Why whinge’st thou so?
Oh what on earth can ail thee?’

‘Fair maid,’ moaned he, all woebegone,
‘What’s good about it, prithee?
But since thou seem’st a bonny lass,
I’ll gladly sojourn with’ee.’

I found him honey, relish sweet,
Along the riverbanks;
I lodged him in my elfin grot – 
Heard ne’er a word of thanks!

La Belle Dame Sans Merci – that’s me:
For none to me was shown.
So yes, the needy knight awoke
To find this bird had flown.
David Silverman

I have my eccentricities, it is true. Plagued by insom-
nia, I keep odd hours and have adopted somewhat 
unconventional sleeping arrangements. My steward-
ship of the local blood bank has come in for criticism 
from key stakeholders and I admit that my method of 
sourcing the life-giving ichor is a little old-fashioned, 
but it is the established custom in this area and has 
been for centuries. I should know. But in my favour, I 
am a most hospitable host, often inviting guests round 
for a bite or two, and I am devoted to my sisters, 
leaping to their defence when they were accused of 
trying to seduce some puny, bloodless fellow who 
would have been of no interest to them whatsoever. 
As for my alleged nefarious activities in England, I 
have never even been there. What would I do in a 
dead and alive hole like that? One can only imagine.
Sue Pickard

Ernst Stavro Blofeld is my showbiz name,
But looking after moggies is my game.
I’ve tried with zest to get this message through, 
But MI6 refuse to see what’s true.
They will insist on sending Mr Bond
To massacre my agents keepers, who are fond
Of gathering in giant weapons zones meeting halls
And marching round in orange overalls;
They do it, though, to keep my cats amused.
Of lurid SPECTRE nonsense I’m accused!
SPEcial Cats Tame Rough England. Where’s the harm?
We live in Wiltshire, on a kitten farm!
It’s not as if we want to rule the world:
We’d like to see the flag of peace unfurled,
And live our life alone, in feline heaven,
But raise a claw at ghastly 007!
Nicholas Lee

NO. 3363: AUGUST SOCIETY

You are invited to submit a poem about holi-
daymakers from a local’s point of view (16 lines 
max). Please email entries to competition@ 
spectator.co.uk by 14 August. Last week’s clos-
ing date should have said 7 August – apologies.

SOLUTION TO 2662: OOVIIXVII  

Seven unclued lights, MOORE, CONNERY, LAZENBY, 
NIVEN, DALTON, BROSNAN, CRAIG, are the names of 
actors who played the eighth one, BOND, in films. The title, 
translated from Latin, reads ‘007 x 7’.

First prize Louise Rhind-Tutt, Glossop, Derbyshire 
Runners-up A. Tucker, Winchester, Hants;
Roger Baresel, London SW7 

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

All eyes are on the Games in Paris, where an 
estimated 10,000 athletes from more than 200 
nations will compete. This comes 100 years after 
the Paris Olympics of 1924, a milestone event 
when the number of competing nations jumped 
from 29 to 44. 

That same year, Fide, the international 
governing body of chess, (Federation 
Internationale des Echecs) was founded in the 9th 
arrondissement’s town hall by Pierre Vincent, the 
secretary of the French Chess Federation. An 
unofficial chess Olympiad took place alongside 
the athletic Olympics, though the first official 
Fide Olympiad was not until 1927. Those were 
sympathetic times for international cooperation – 
the League of Nations was founded at the Paris 
Peace Conference in 1920. 

And so, in 2024, Fide comes to mark its own 
centenary. They shovelled out some corporate 
guff with ten goals for the next 100 years, and I 
fell asleep after reading the first three: ‘Global 
expansion and accessibility’, ‘Digital revolution’ 
and ‘Educational integration’. I’ll spare you the 
rest. But a more imaginative initiative took place 
on 20 July, which is designated as International 
Chess Day. Fide’s goal was to set a new Guinness 
World Record for the number of games of chess 
played across the globe in a 24-hour period. 

This being a new event, there was no target to 
beat, but what number would you imagine was 
reached? I’m reminded me of those interview 
brainteasers like ‘How many piano tuners are 
there in the world?’ or ‘How many golf balls can 
you fit in an aeroplane?’ The chess games record 
was set at 7,284,970, so hurrah for that! It will 
make a fine pub quiz tiebreaker question. 

I find it easier to wrap my head around that 
number with a bit of arithmetic – it’s 5,000 
games finishing every minute. That’s quite a 
testament to the timeless global appeal of chess. 
But what caught my eye was the fact that almost 
99 per cent of those games were played online, 
and according to Fide more than six million 
took place on Chess.com (including its 
ChessKid platform). 

Even more remarkable is that only games with 
at least five minutes each (or three minutes plus 

In Comp. 3360 you were invited to submit a 
passage or poem in which a fictional villain 
offers their side of the story. There were mul-
tiple Satans, Jaws and Hannibal Lecters (cha-
peau to George Head’s version, just trying to 
solve the protein supply chain problem). There 
were also more Moriartys than you can shake a 
stick at – impossible to choose between them. 
Congratulations (and £25) to the following.

Serpent, since when has it been serpent, only it 
sounds worse than snake, which is what I am, and, by 
the way, we can’t talk, can we, so how am I supposed 
to have told that woman to eat that apple? If it was an 
apple – the official Genesis Report didn’t say. Snakes 
don’t eat apples anyway, we eat small furry rodents, 
so maybe I asked her to try a juicy fieldmouse? And  
as for this crap about being used by the devil like 
a ventriloquist’s dummy, where does he come in? I 
can’t see any mention of him in Genesis either. It’s all 
a cover-up for an almighty celestial omniscience fail-
ure! The woman ignored the crackpot rules, fancied 
an apple, and Bob’s your uncle. She conned the bloke 
and put the blame on me. Condemned to crawl on my 
belly? I’m a bloody snake, how else do we get about? 
Brian Murdoch

Imagine that you’re stuck inside a lift
With Hamlet – or his father, all in armour:
My nephew and my brother (whom I stiffed)
Lived life as if it were a psychodrama
In which they starred, left Denmark on the brink –
Its claims to thrive were hopelessly forgotten.
Its world was like old cheese, began to stink;
As Hamlet said himself, its state was rotten.

Besides, they were such bores. ‘To be, or not…?’
They chewed their cud like half-demented engines.
As Gertrude said, ‘They think it’s Camelot.’
She said, ‘My dear, to hell with petty vengeance.’
So there it was: mad Hamlet, skull-obsessed,
His girlfriend bullied, sent around the bend,
I had to act. Said Gertrude, ‘Do your best!’
I did – what is there left to reprehend?
Bill Greenwell

When you see a junior colleague struggling with a 
moribund career, falling under the conspiracist spell, 
it is your duty, as both Inner Party man and friend, 
to intervene. I volunteered my time and considerable 
ministerial resource personally to shepherd Winston 
Smith through a programme of Conformity Train-
ing. Winston enjoyed my tutorials on the malleabil-
ity of positive integers almost as much as I did and 
the technology-based pain management systems at 
my disposal added zip and zing to our conversations. 
I kept Winston, bruised from a break-up with his 
loose and unsuitable girlfriend Julia, in touch with 
his caring side, introducing him to my pet rodents, 
an encounter recall of which moves him deeply, even 
now. Thanks to me, Winston is a new man; I glimpse 
him sometimes on his way to the Newspeak commit-
tee sinecure for which I recommended him, or enjoy-
ing a drink at the Chestnut Tree Café. 
Adrian Fry

My bloody deeds you may abhor,
but Scotland’s cold winds snap and bite,
and needlework’s a bloody bore,
my wicked plotting set me right.

PUZZLE NO. 812

Black to play. Sokolovsky-Chopra, Biel Masters, 
2024. Another game played on 20 July 2024. Black 
is in control, but which move struck the deci-
sive blow? Email answers to chess@spectator. 
co.uk by Monday 5 August. There is a prize of 
£20 for the first correct answer out of a hat. Please 
include a postal address.

Last week’s solution 1 Re8+! Qxe8 2 Qxe8+ 
Nxe8 3 d7 and the pawn promotes, with a won 
position.
Last week’s winner David Elstein, Sevenoaks, 
Kent

Chess 
A day of chess  
Luke McShane

34/28/19 (five words) is a quota-
tion verifiable in the ODQ from 
23 (two words) which suggests 
how to complete the perimeter 
(six words).

Competition 
Wrong ’un?  
Victoria Lane

White to play, position after 25...Rf6

WDw4Wdkd
Dw1pDWdp
pdn$p4pd
dpDWDwHw
WDWdQ)Wd
DWDWDw)w
P)PDWDw)
DwIRDWDw

WDWDWdkd
DWDWdrgp
QDWdpDWd
DWdpdqDw
WdrDWDw)
Dw)wGp)w
WDWDw)wI
Dw$w$WDw


