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LIFE

  Across
 1 A wicket for Jasper’s 

cousin (5)
 6 Small capitals backed 

capital of dross (7)
 16 Safe to give criticism,  

but not about daughter (7)
 17 Fairly angry tirade 

dismisses queen more  
than once (7)

 18 Greek character held by 
three others (3)

 21 Sad old monk has appendix 
removed (5)

 24 Boat Race crew, say, go 
around this? (4)

 27 Globe switching ending  
of work by Bard (4)

 28 State ethically uses force (5)
 30 Heard once accurate 

prophetess that can be 
expelled (10)

 33 Name common to 
Aberdeen, Dundee or 
Glasgow resident? (3)

 35 Ron’s girlfriend strikes his 
head and ass (7)

 36 Injured hunter lacking 
aspiration to get married 
outside (7)

 38 Resolute American 
wrestling crocodile (9)

 39 US city expanded where 
Baton Rouge is (3,7)

 40 One found in hanging file 
(7)

 41 Artist coloured in junk (5)
 
  Down
 2 Incurred computer expense 

(unpaid) lacking uniform 
attribute (8)

 3 Explanation of the Circle 
Line? (6)

 4 She mixed with bad men  
in store (9)

 5 Fast cars? (5)
 6 Upset fools, perhaps set up 

(8)
 7 Poet removing jacket from 

dressmaker (5)
 8 Beneath one extreme group 

to infiltrate their 
opponents? (5)

 10 Feet stopping hoofed 
mammals having more 
dexterity (6)

 12 These historical 
‘employees’ obeyed 
without salaries initially (6)

 14 Spot removed from 
sandstone in position for 
fencing (6)

 20 Awl allowed to pierce two 
organs, one’s heard (9)

 23 Dancer, say, giving 
Scandinavian butt to 
Spooner (8)

 25 Doctor marvels about heart 
of stone, packing in this 
business (8)

 26 English rugby team, too 
drunk, on a promise? (2,4)

 29 Prepare to play, having 
arrived without defender 
or forward at last (4,2)

 31 Formula One racetrack 
almost a disaster (6)

 32 Believe visitors have wasted 
time (5)

 34 Some joined army in 
revolution from ex-capital 
(5)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
15 July. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2660, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP.  
Doc writes: This is Mr Magoo’s 
final puzzle for The Spectator 
after 15 years. All best wishes  
to him for the future.

Crossword 
2660:  
Walsall winters  
by Mr Magoo

With mademoiselles before you reach the Front.
With comrades, in the trenches, you will hunt
For rats, and smack their heads with trenching spades
For hours on end. Then when the daylight fades,
The sky lights up with firework displays.
And if you see a smoky-yellow haze
Advancing on you, don your quirky mask.
You’re fed on top-notch corned beef, though the task
That counts the most is going o’er the top,
To cross a course of obstacles and flop
About in mud, while dodging lead, yet bound
To only serve till Christmas time comes round.
Paul Freeman

Pause awhile in this remote locale,
Where seagulls cry and gannets dip and soar,
To catch a glimpse of Suffolk’s Taj Mahal
Nestling on this shifting shingle shore.
Where samphire, campion and sea-kale grow
Upon a windswept coast, by waves embraced,
All bathers will be cradled in the flow
Of currents, gently warmed by nuclear waste.
Built on well-loved paths where once we roamed
Amidst the salt scent carried on the breeze,
Proudly the concrete structure stands, white-domed,
A pristine palace, where there once were trees.
  Within this haven of tranquillity
  What lies ahead? The gift of Sizewell C.
Sylvia Fairley

Your soul-conveying eyes hold me in thrall;
My love abounds. If I could speak at all,
I’d praise you, lustrous hair to dainty toes,
The shimmy in those hips, your regal nose,
Even the blush such praise is wont to bring,
The way your presence heightens everything.
I could and should go on, yet I stand mute.
Your so expressive lips, your bottom, cute,
Though seared indelibly upon my loving list,
Unspoken go, since Fate supplies this twist:
Addressing you, I must – I blush for shame –
Frank all my bouquets with your given name.
Gudrun, however, squats ill on the tongue,
Sinking each utterance where it’s begun.
Perhaps I’ll mask with cough or wild applause
The nom d’amour I must say as it’s yours.
Adrian Fry

Your hips sway seductively when you walk,
Your mouth curves up a little when you talk,
Your dreaming eyes are pure pre-Raphaelite,
Your song puts birds to wing in sheer delight.
You tend my needs when ailments lay me low,
Your tears, when fallen, make the flowers grow,
Kindness writes itself upon your features,
And sometimes I see you torture little creatures.
 
You dance with an elegance that transcends art,
Your charitable work sets you apart,
Your voice compels just like the Sirens’ call,
In short, my love, you truly have it all.
Oh dear, is that a rabbit in your arms?
Just wait and let me speak more of your charms.
Oh lord, please don’t do that creepy humming…
Ugh! Too late. Poor Bright Eyes had it coming.
Joseph Houlihan

NO. 3358: SWIFTIES

You are invited to submit a passage in which 
Gulliver travels to a Taylor Swift concert and 
recounts his impressions (150 words maxi-
mum). Please email entries to competition@
spectator.co.uk by midday on 10 July.
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SOLUTION TO 2657: OUT THE BACK   

The book is The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, 
by C.S. LEWIS, whose name appears diagonally starting 
at the C in 5 down.

First prize Adelia Tisdall, Norwich, Norfolk
Runners-up H. Sims, Rivington, Bolton; 
Wyn Lewis, Carmarthen, Carmarthenshire
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The unclued lights, which 
include one of four words, 
one of three words, two of two 
words, comprise a quotation in 
ODQ. Elsewhere, ignore one 
apostrophe.
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