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LIFE

  Across
 1 Small horn from moulding 

left indoors (8)
 6 Love being in a home  

on the water (6)
 11 Vauxhall model almost  

off course (5)
 13 Cooked lamb, say, is 

particularly bad (7)
 14 Settle on port, served 

around four o’clock,  
for starters (3,3)

 16 An instrument that’s used 
for filling cracks (4)

 17 Ancient Welsh poet 
translated litanies (8)

 21 Complain about solo 
commuting cost-savers 
(3,5)

 23 The most angelic of the 
old masters? (7)

 25 Ages leading Essex or 
Nottinghamshire (3)

 26 Address mentioned feature 
of churchyard (3)

 29 Subtenant? (8)
 34 Brunt’s involved with us 

radiating beams (8)
 35 Back to the academy for  

a month (4)
 36 Feel empathy for 

characters from Tralee (6)
 38 Two days when young lad 

takes cannabis? The 
opposite (7)

 41 Guest houses found on 
return from Carlisle to 
Helston (6)

 42 Backed up that Edward’s 
the fool? (8)

  Down
 2 Where to cook the joint 

right away (4)

 3 Water nymph on moon  
of Neptune (6)

 5 Clientele endlessly 
excavated layer of  
mineral (8)

 6 Bowers in East London 
ports (7)

 7 Cotton thread one’s 
stowed in heart of galleon 
(5)

 8 Nursemaids accepting a 
ring for religious leaders 
(10)

 15 Set aside extremely rare 
ring (6)

 18 Coarse data about 
Californian city’s mire 
(10)

 19 Emperor, perhaps, adds 
nothing after harmony (8)

 22 Is stained badly, so 
disinfected (9)

 24 Turns on triggers (8)
 27 Poisonous gases at state 

loo (1-6)
 30 Comes in for logs (6)
 31 Whimsies of monarch 

annoy society (6)
 33 Mount(ain) (5)
 37 European dynasty is in 

France and Spain (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
1 July. Please scan or photograph 
entries and email them (including 
the crossword number in the 
subject field) to crosswords@
spectator.co.uk, or post to: 
Crossword 2658, The Spectator, 
22 Old Queen Street, London 
SW1H 9HP. Please allow six 
weeks for prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2658:  
Yackety-yack  
by Doc

The waiter came. The Walrus smiled
And ordered Armagnac.
He whispered to the Carpenter:
‘We’ll have a little slack
While he pours that, so do get set
To leg it out the back.’ 
The waiter went. The Walrus rushed,
The Carpenter behind,
Out through the back into the street.
The waiter did not mind:
‘Those two are on CCTV – 
They won’t be hard to find.’
David Blakey

Had we but world enough and cash,
We wouldn’t need to dine and dash,
We’d settle down and eat our fill
And then we’d even pay the bill.
But we live in a straitened time,
Restaurant prices are a crime,
And since fishfingers are the pits
Let’s go and dine out at the Ritz,
And when we’ve had the petits fours
We’ll nip out by the fire door.
But ever at my back I hear
The sound of sirens drawing near,
And soon we’ll have to try the grub
In Holloway and Wormwood Scrubs,
So till we’re featured in The Sun
We’ll wine and dine, and then we’ll run.
Brian Murdoch

Wake! For the cat who hunted with the owl
For reckless rodent and benighted fowl
     Now sings of inanition and assaults
My bedroom window with its horrid howl.

Before the last sweet dream of night had died,
Methought a voice before the cottage cried,
    ‘When there is great sufficiency within,
Why leave a needy cat to cry outside?’

I dish the Whiskas, setting it before
The surly beggar singing at the door
     Knowing how little time it has to stay
And, once departed, may return no more.

The roving ginger eats, and having ate
Moves on and no suggested benefit
     Can lure it back to snuggle or recline,
Nor even bleach wash out the whiff of it.
Ann Drysdale

Our cover story: it’s a birthday, say.
We’re pushing out the boat! Such clichés make
the maitre d’ less circumspect, let him display
his innate snootiness. That way he’ll take 
us for a pair of plonkers. Champagne? – yes,
why not? Lobster (for both), a side of chips –
oh watch his face, that struggle to express
attentiveness but never curl his lips! –
and Meursault. Steaks (your largest); then Margaux,
the ’95. We’re customers: the bill
will be enormous (and his tip) and so
he’ll never question how we get our thrill.
    We’ve honed our skills: dine, dash. A simple plan
    and why? Because we can! We bloody can!
D.A. Prince

NO. 3356: HEARING THINGS

You are invited to imagine a conversation 
taking place between some usually inani-
mate objects (16 lines/150 words maximum). 
Please email entries to competition@specta-
tor.co.uk by midday on 26 June.
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SOLUTION TO 2655: PRIMACY 

The unclued lights are ten recent Archbishops of Canterbury, 
with 7D being the solution of two words.

First prize Alana Thompson, Dumfries
Runners-up Julian Downton, Bucks Cross, Devon;
Clive West, Old Windsor, Berkshire
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The unclued lights (one of three 
words) are of a kind and can 
be verified in Brewer, whose 
spelling is used.
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