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LIFE LIFE

(including Kramnik) are regulars. An 
enterprising promoter decided to bring the two 
together for a blitz match in Madrid, dubbed the 
‘Clash of Claims’. Meeting in the same room, 
with arbiters present, and playing a mix of over-
the-board and online games, was designed to 
assuage any concerns over cheating. 

Alas, the online games were beset with 
technical problems where the clocks appeared 
out of sync with the moves on the board. The 
match conditions were renegotiated on the fly, 
reducing the number of games. In the end it was 
terminated even earlier after yet another 
technical issue. Kramnik held a slim lead in the 
over-the-board games, while Martinez was 
comfortably ahead in the online ones, and led 
by 14.5-11.5 overall. Martinez emerged with 
great credit – not only for the scoreline, but also 
for the equanimity he displayed throughout. It 
was clear he simply relished his opportunity to 
test himself against the champion. Kramnik 
appeared less happy and posted afterwards 
about ‘VERY HARSH legal procedures 
coming’. I’m reminded of the wise words 
‘Don’t raise your voice, improve your argument.’

Jose Martinez-Vladimir Kramnik
Clash of Claims, 2024 (Game 2, over-the-board)

Martinez landed a sharp tactic: 54 f5! Bxf5  
55 Bxf5 Kg7 56 Qg3+ winning the rook, 
so Black resigns (55...Rxf5 would not have 
helped either).

  Across
 5 Fruit devastation, not  

the first linked to 
difficulties (8)

 10 Disregard Italian bloke, 
shunning introduction (6)

 11 Adherent of government 
line disheartened only 
celebs (8)

 12 Tea offered by curt 
Cromwellian? (4)

 14 White metal club 37  
holds (6)

 18 Cunning son, extremely 
lazy (3)

 20 Earlier, chilled poodle 
played around sports field? 
(9)

 21 Imagined force in heroic 
exploit (7)

 24 Area in county gripped by 
Sunak’s vision (8)  

 28 Prince overlooked checks, 
lacking means to absorb 
shock (8)

 31 Domineer over male, 
pressure to go in front? (7)

 35 One shortens naughty 
poem about sex first (9)

 37 In the style of Maclean, off 
and on (1,2)

 40 Selection from bronze/
brass animals (6)

 41 Dry wit is key (4)
 42 Praise foreign letter that is 

circulating about 
university record (8)

 43 Satisfy petitions to escape 
from trap (6)

 44 Cup-bearer from Classics 
Faculty mostly inspires 
illicit drinking 
establishments (8)

  Down
 1 Sent out of hotel, drank 

very little (6)
 2 Clinton’s VP securing a 

marketplace once (6)
 3 Disguised officer beset by 

vacuous infighting (5)
 4 Destroys shelled base, 

stopping before sierra (6)
 6 Simultaneously discharges 

drunken volleys (7)
 7 Challenge exhausted clubs 

following exchange (4,3)
 9 Magical beginning absorbs 

daughter, you and me (8)
 15 What could make one leak 

in pubs, possibly? (5-3)
 16 Rascal Ortega punished (6)
 19 Endless tirades spun about 

police force measure 
through (8)

 23 Hate I spread with gusto 
mainly renders godless (8)

 24 Masses of work secured 
by football legend (6)

 27 Charge to keep soldiers in 
field of action (7)

 29 Tool for fixing invalid 
regularly held up by 
collapsed lung (4,3)

 32 Article about bribe is 
incendiary stuff (6)

 33 Hairy tramp finally 
expelled from Settle (6)

 34 Smacked child pinches 
sister on and off (6)

 36 Complete Plato treatise 
wraps up (5)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
8 July. Please photograph entries 
and email them (including the 
crossword number in the subject 
field) to crosswords@spectator.
co.uk, or post to: Crossword 
2659, The Spectator, 22 Old 
Queen Street, London SW1H 
9HP. Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2659: Splitting 
the atom  
by CheeseCracker 

your every need. Imagine that! Supporting me 
in this endeavour are my birthing partners, Lotta 
Kidz and Perpetua Lee-Nockedup, mothers to 
my 12 children at the last count. Not that I allow 
them any screen time. You gotta be kidding!
Sue Pickard

When you read your accounts with a giggle and 
 flounce,
But find that it’s Morpheus you cuddle,
And the ledger’s in flames, and they’re calling 
 you names
Since your tax return’s all in a muddle

While your business, though global, has hardly
 a snowball’s
Chance of a route to success,
And your ex won’t relent (she owns 80 per cent)
Then the gremlins of stress start to press

And you’re no longer certain if opening a curtain
Will reveal that you’re in your four-poster –
Have you had forty winks? Has your business 
 been jinxed?
Are you toast in a bargain-buy toaster?

Is the world still your fief? Good God, what relief,
It was only delusional snoozing!
Buy a new football team, or a starship – a dream!
Such nightmares! They’re really amusing!
Bill Greenwell (apologies to Iolanthe)

I always loved those stories of kings or princes 
dressing in commoner clothes to mingle with 
ordinary folk: a chance to see how the other 
99.9 per cent live and, perhaps, find out how 
much they hate you. In my own way I like to 
do that too. When you’re using my insanely 
successful and popular social media app (you’re 
probably on it this very moment, right?) did 
it occur to you that I might be lurking there, 
digitally invisible, listening in as you make your 
little plans and bitch about your little lives? 
Occasionally I even contribute banalities of my 
own, posing as your ‘friend.’ I know it sounds 
creepy, but I miss the mundanity of NPC life. 
Sometimes I even borrow an identity and enter 
competitions predicated on wondering what the 
musings of people like me really are. Don’t tell 
anyone, but we fantasise about being like you.
Joseph Houlihan

‘Lilies that fester smell far worse than weeds.’
That’s from a sonnet by the great Shakespeare.
Before I read it, all my former deeds
Were focused on my striving while I’m here.
Those lilies led me to another thought:
That, after many wins, I might yet fail
And critics in the papers will report
That my reputed skill was all a tale.
In spite of my successes, when I’m dead
The world could think I failed. That would 
 smell bad,
Far worse than if I had not pushed ahead
But lived my life content with what I had.
    I’ll die, but not decay. I have chosen
    Cryogenics, staying fresh while frozen.
David Blakey

NO. 3357: MIDSUMMER

‘The sukebind is late this year.’ You’re invit-
ed to submit a passage or poem that includes 
this phrase or a variation of it (150 words/ 
16 lines maximum). Please email entries to 
competition@spectator.co.uk by 3 July.

SOLUTION TO 2656: A LA CARTE

The unclued lights formed a map of France, with nine 
cities in roughly appropriate places.

First prize Clive Rose, Henley on Thames, Oxon 
Runners-up Tim Locke, Ainsdale, Southport;
Belinda Bridgen, London NW8
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‘OK, there is a body with a knife there, and the 
police come and say nothing happened… You have 
to find who, why, what, but it happened, don’t 
pretend that it didn’t happen!’ Vladimir Kramnik 
deployed that analogy about the world of online 
chess, which he sees as riddled with cheating. 

Cheating happens. Once in a while, I get 
demolished in a casual online game in a manner 
that leaves no room for doubt that my opponent’s 
moves were silicon-assisted. Chess.com, the 
platform that hosts the biggest online events, has a 
dedicated Fair Play team to monitor cheating, and 
their checks have led to over a million account 
closures in 2023 (0.6% of the total number).

Nevertheless, Kramnik clearly believes that 
Chess.com and the online chess community are 
blind to the scale of the problem. His concern is 
legitimate, since nobody really knows how much 
of the iceberg lurks below the surface. So the 
former world champion has turned to a kind of 
online vigilantism. His modus operandi is to post 
statistics which don’t directly accuse but insinuate 
that various players’ results are too good to be true.

Hunting for statistical anomalies in performance 
is a valid approach. Professor Kenneth Regan, 
a prominent anti-cheating expert, approaches that 
task with an underlying model of how likely a 
player of a given strength is to select certain 
moves. By contrast, Kramnik’s figures often seem 
cherry-picked, and when he claims to have 
consulted mathematical experts, the evidence is 
scant. And he blasts it out with a blunderbuss. In a 
recent interview with the YouTuber Levy Rozman, 
he claimed, ‘I just look at data, I don’t look at 
names or anything… There is always a chance that 
a player is playing fair, but it has to be examined.’ 
That’s a cop-out: by implicating widely, he 
convinces nobody. The Czech grandmaster David 
Navara (perhaps the most unimpeachable opponent 
I have ever faced) recently felt obliged to publicly 
defend himself after his name appeared in one of 
Kramnik’s half-baked lists of data.

Jose Martinez is a 25-year-old grandmaster 
from Peru, who now represents Mexico. He plays 
under the pseudonym ‘jospem’ and is another 
player to have drawn Kramnik’s ire, in part due to 
his strong performances in Chess.com’s ‘Titled 
Tuesday’ events in which many world elite players 

In Competition 3354 you were invited to put 
yourselves in the shoes (or head) of a tech bil-
lionaire. Perhaps unsurprisingly, Elon Musk 
provided the most inspiration. Paul Freeman 
had him intent on world domination:

That bozo Bezos and schmuck Zuck will serve
as jesters to my court. They’ll daily taste
my food in case some traitor has the nerve
to poison it. Their loss will be no waste.

There were also some nicely random Jeff Bezos 
pensées courtesy of Basil Ransome-Davies. 
‘Maybe I’m the Dylan of corporate technol-
ogy. Or he is the Bezos of popular music?’ 
    The winners are £25 closer to a billion.

From time to time I flick through online news,
And if, by chance, the journal’s not my own,
I sometimes find a less than trusting view
Of all the worldly kindliness I’ve shown. 

‘Ye gods, it doth amaze me,’ someone said
In sandals, in a dusty Roman play,
And frankly, I’m astounded by it now,
That ignorance still flourishes today!

So listen, guys: the deal is very clear:
A headset that’ll take you to the Moon
Is yours, if you’ll allow a screwed-in wire
To send back brain responses via Zoom.

For data harvested, we’ll give receipts,
In case there’s any leakage from the mind.
Enjoy with us this cognitive research, 
And think of all the secrets that we’ll find!
Nicholas Lee

How doth the tiny microchip
improve a nerd’s net worth –
one geek, through high-tech ownership,
inherits half the earth.
How massively our coffers swell,
and as our e-funds wax,
we spend our dot.com billions well
on philanthropic acts.
Some seek the age-reversal pill,
or take a space-age view,
But mostly we all rush to fill
a welfare fund or two.
We strive to give the dosh away
we’ve gained from matters cyber,
so humankind has cause to say
we’ve moral optic fibre.
Janine Beacham

You gotta think out of the box, like there is no 
box. And you’ve got to question yourself, ask 
yourself questions even, like what time is it? Is it 
time for my daily meal of creatine and collagen 
peptides? And what day is it? Am I scheduled 
for my colonic irrigation, my session in the 
hyperbaric chamber? Eternal life, that’s my goal. 
Not for my own benefit, you understand. I’m a 
philanthropist, that’s where I’m at, bestowing 
the gift of immortality on humankind. And as an 
intellectually superior being I also feel obliged 
to disseminate my genes, create a super class 
of tech titans not just servicing but anticipating 

PUZZLE NO. 606

White to play. Magnus Carlsen-Ding Liren, Norway 
Chess 2024. Ding’s last move, 29…Rb6-b2 was 
a blunder allowing a quick checkmate. What did 
Carlsen play? Email answers to chess@spectator. 
co.uk by Monday 24 June. There is a prize of £20 
for the first correct answer out of a hat. Please 
include a postal address.

Last week’s solution 1 g3! Kh8 2 g4 Kg8 3 g5 
Kh8 4 g6 hxg6 5 hxg6 Kg8 6 g7 wins.
Last week’s winner Giles Cattermole, 
Orpington, Kent

Chess 
When accusations fly
Luke McShane

The twelve unclued lights 
comprise six symmetrically 
placed ‘split atoms’.

Competition 
Outta Palo Alto  
Victoria Lane

White to play, position after 53…Kf8-g8
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