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LIFE

Guys and dolls get out of bed,
The moon is up, come, blow your bread!
Skip your fodder and skip your kip,
Rattle the rubbernecks, give ’em lip.
Tread the ladder rungs, scale the wall,
Let’s go on a bender and have a ball,
Come with your irons and come with your blades,
Hide your faces behind your shades.
Sidestep the flat feet and dodge the dumb dicks,
Trash the seats in the flea-pit flicks.
Light up your gaspers and flimflam the mugs,
Slug the trouble boys, boozehounds and thugs.
Swell the kitty; we’re none of us skint,
A nicker apiece and we’ll rake in a mint.
You bake the wacky cake, I’ll brew the Joe
And we’ll all bite an egg in a hour or so.
Alan Millard

The blonde wore a pink gingham dress that missed 
her knees by a mile and a straw bonnet with pink 
streamers. That’ll get stares even in L.A., where 
the freakish is the average. The killer touch was 
the shepherd’s crook. I wondered what games they 
were playing in the local bordellos.

She gave me the eyes and I waited for her to 
speak. I was in no hurry. She looked fine silent. 

After a daydream or three I told her, ‘Surprise me.’
‘Why, Mr M – Marlowe, I hardly know where to 

begin…’ She had the ingénue’s hesitation waltz off 
to perfection. This called for a drink. I poured one.

‘Mr Marlowe, I’m old enough to drink.’ She was 
still giving me the eyes, so we toasted crime then 
got down to business. Guess what, she wanted me 
to recover her sheep. Easiest 25 bucks I ever made. 
Basil Ransome-Davies

Peter Piper, mobster sniper,
had a wife who was a griper;
popping her would be a doddle,
then he’d get a newer model.

‘Sweet Cheeks’ as he used to call her,
even though her name was Paula
found out what she had in store,
felt she too must break the law.

Daniel Diller, hired killer,
hid behind a front porch pillar,
bludgeoned Peter, crushed his head,
spilled his brains and left him dead.

Peter Piper’s mobster boss
looked into his hitman’s loss,
soon discovered Paula’s ruse
and gifted her with concrete shoes.
Paul A. Freeman

In a New York summer, hot enough to boil your 
brains, this high-class dame was baking jam tarts 
for her man. Crazy. I guess she loved him. He was 
respected in the neighbourhood, perhaps feared. 
Nobody messed with him. It was pretty damn tough 
for him to discover his no-good son had made off 
with the tarts. The big man went after him. He felt 
ready to kill. Mad as a skunk, he beat the hell out 
of the kid who promised never to steal again and so 
lived to tell the tale.� Dorothy Pope

NO. 3350: BEG TO DIFFER

You’re invited to write a refutation of any 
famous line from literature, e.g. ‘The past 
is a foreign country [etc]’; ‘To be, or not 
to be, that is the question’ (150 words/16 
lines max). Lucy Vickery is away for a short 
time so please email entries to competition 
@spectator.co.uk by midday on 15 May. 

SOLUTION TO 2649: SHUT UP SHOP   

The unclued lights, with the pairs at 1D/18, 17/6A and 26D/5, 
are stores which are no longer trading.

First prize George Kingston, Sutton under Brailes, Oxon
Runners-up Mrs J. Smith, Beeston, Kings Lynn, Norfolk;
C. Stafford and F. Daniels, Cremorne, NSW, Australia

		  Across
	 1 	 Feel rip-off by stewards 

providing obligatory 
features on board (4,10)

	11	 Section of grammar 
review of Aeneid (three 
chapters) (9)

	17	 Pulling evenly, stripped 
part of a bone (5)

	20	 Vintage model – it  
crashed (3-4)

	21	 Daub top layers of special 
paint on gatehouse (7)

	24	 Threaten to drive around 
small state (7)

	25	 Learn about description  
of organ (5)

	26	 Passions and fashions! (5)
	28	 Small middle-distance 

runners are happy folk (7)
	31	 Go back on poetry (7)
	34	 Dance as a rule? (7)
	37	 Stunner shed tears  

having again taken test  
the wrong away (5)

	38	 Fish kept on board (5)
	39	 Fender, say, mostly good 

for Mac on the road? (6)
	40	 Con artist regularly 

produces pastoral  
songs (4)

	41	 Catching four points  
on a jewellery item (9)

	42	 Old army and navy 
department at lake (4)

	43	 Spreading panic about 
Amen Corner gigs (14)

		
		  Down
	 1	 Chemistry student’s  

test paper (6)
	 2	 Loud isn’t very soft (5)
	 3	 Cut, we hear, in two? (6)

	 4	 Corrupt police leader 
leaves bug (1,4)

	 5	 European fellows set  
up metal soldiers (7)

	 6	 Municipal official  
caught out booking  
more goods (7)

	 7	 Pastry from Bloom, 
cycling (6)

	 8	 He’s loyal – about to 
answer the phone (3,5)

	10	 Aerofoils a panellist 
reconstructed (10)

	13	 Recommend guests  
get changed around 
midnight (7)

	15	 Faded white mixed  
with scarlet (8)

	23	 Reblochon and Morbier, 
say, out of time (8)

	27	 Not mad about 
unfashionable priest’s 
cassock (7)

	32	 Countenance struggle to 
contain decline (6)

	33	 An offence, in, say, 
relaxing (6)

	35	 Finch, French canary  
or some passerine (5)

	36	 Kenyan warrior tribe 
appeal during 31 days  
in France (5)

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 20 
May. There are two runners-up 
prizes of £20. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2652, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present

Crossword 
2652: A and M 
by Doc
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The unclued Across lights are of 
a kind, as are the related unclued 
Down lights. The yellow and red 
squares, when read in order row 
by row, confirm the theme.
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