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LIFE LIFE

Qxe4+ Black can count on at least a draw. 
23 O-O-O d4 24 Rdg1 24 Qh3! was stronger, 
setting up the idea of Nf6+. After 24…dxc3 
25 b3 Be2 26 Nf6+ Bxf6 27 gxf6 Bg4 the 
position remains wildly unclear. dxc3 The 
apparent drawback of 24…dxe3 is that White 
can immediately respond with 25 Nf6+, but 
after 25…Rxf6 26 gxf6 Qxg2 27 Rxg2+ Kf7 
28 Rxh7+ Kf6 Black’s active bishops offer 
excellent compensation. 25 b3 Bd3 26 Qh3 
(see diagram) Now was the time to jump in 
with 26 Nf6+!, since after Bxf6 27 gxf6 Qxg2 
28 Rxg2+ Kf7 29 e5 White has the better 
chances. I suspect Fedoseev felt he could push 
for a knockout, but underestimated the ferocious 
counterattack which follows. Rxb3!! 27 axb3 
Ra8 28 Kd1 Fedoseev must have overlooked 
the combination which follows, or he would 
surely have tried 28 Nf6+! After 28…Bxf6 29 
Qxe6+ Kh8 30 Rxh7+ secures at least a draw, 
while after 29…Qf7 30 gxf6+ Kh8 31 Qc8+! is 
a stunning defensive resource, to distract the 
Ra8 from the mate threat on a1. However, after 
31…Rxc8 32 Rg7 Qxg7 33 fxg7+ Kg8! 34 Rd1 
Bxe4 35 Bg5 Kxg7 Black should probably win 
in the end. Qxh5+ An exquisite finish. The 
knight was guarding the f4 square. 29 Qxh5 
Ra1+ 30 Bc1 Rxc1+ White resigns since 
31 Kxc1 Bf4+ 32 Kd1 c2+ 33 Ke1 c1=Q+ 
34 Kf2 Qe3+ 35 Kg2 Qg3 is mate.

		  Across
	 1	 Bear dire deed to resolve 

neurosis (7)
	 7	 Indian city cleric lacking 

force (7)
	13	 Running into water  

ebbing for ages (5)
	14	 Flaw of terrible 

mishearing (7)
	15	 Expert to restrain  

lawyer’s friend (8)
	16	 Record one bovid with 

adult parasites? (6)
	17	 Unwise or silly, eating 

seconds (6)
	18	 Coal dust around German 

city (4)
	23	 Old instrument’s din  

heard (7)
	24	 New line in French church 

showing mercy (8)
	25	 Some feeding us tomato 

relish (5)
	28	 A fun time, consuming 

right jellies (5)
	29	 She tries to reform crooks 

(8)
	31	 Worries, cutting son’s  

hair (7)
	35	 Family members in US 

city (8)
	37	 Poetry volume’s neglected 

language (4)
	41	 Maria and I’ve developed 

health issue (8)
	42	 Botanist’s tip about 

hostelry (7)
	43	 Analyse heart of tipsy 

chap (5)
	44	 Opens funny note, 

officially in residence (2,5)
	45	 Like Napoleon in exile  

in Leeds, oddly (7)

		  Down
	 2	 French loaf topping? (5)
	 3	 Swindle one used in  

chess (4)
	 5	 Fissure runs through 

vessel, nearly empty (6)
	 6	 Noblemen she confused 

with a stoic (9)
	 9	 Echoes seller: swears 

without hesitation (11)
	10	 American diamonds for 

cloak (5)
	11	 To sailors, perhaps they 

create solitude (9)
	13	 Sue picked up a ring (6)
	17	 Spreads out crisps eaten 

messily (11)
	19	 From literature, terse 

passages (7)
	22	 Rage working drill 

mechanism (4,5)
	23	 Study again on fire, 

overturned by bomb (2-7)
	27	 Soak atop the Parisian 

tower (7)
	30	 Holy writings in paper on 

OT book (6)
	32	 Bad painter wanting a 

pigment (6)
	33	 Emperor in PM’s home? 

No, moving south (5)
	34	 Uncover dodgy haunt (5)

	39	 A setter’s on line – radical! 
(4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened 
on  17 June. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2656, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2656: A la carte  
by Lavatch

booze up at the polling station,
make this country drunk again!
Be like Churchill, sloshed and proud
on the hustings, scotch in hand,
your voice matters, say it loud,
pick your liquor, choose your brand,
we’ll debate between our bitters,
we will cheer for People Power,
campaign with the heavy hitters,
vote for us at happy hour.
Janine Beacham

The Guild of Formal Poetry requests
all true-blue patriotic Brits to vote
for us. The free verse movement that infests
our Isle must at the ballot box be smote.

Our land is home to Wordsworth and the Bard,
so everyone should speak in metric feet;
and formal English language has been marred
by slang, a vicious trend we will unseat.

Those citizens who can’t converse in rhyme,
and those who chop up prose and call it verse
will be incarcerated for a time,
and afterwards comes unemployment’s curse.

Let’s talk of Grecian Urns and Light Brigades,
of mortal coils and daggers. Every bloke
and lass – elect tradition lest it fades,
expunged by all too liberal-thinking folk.
Paul A. Freeman

I’ve invented a marvellous party!
The rest have been doing it wrong.
We’ll declare honestly
That each new policy
Will be made up as we go along.
There is always a problem with leaders,
And when we should show them the door
So we’ll take it in turns so that every MP
Does the job for no longer than two days or three,
Since they wouldn’t enjoy any more.
It’s really a marvellous party!
The Commons was once such a bore,
But we all know debates are just playing with words,
So in our cut and thrust, we’ll be using real swords,
Then we’ll leave government to the House of Lords,
So no one needs to vote any more.
Brian Murdoch (with apologies to Noël Coward)

We’re movers, shakers, power-takers,
Set to rule the land.
We know exactly what you want:
Check out our groovy plans!

The details, though, we won’t reveal,
Until we’re voted for,
’Cause simple stuff, like how things work,
Like, man, is such a bore!

The task for now is just to smash
The other parties’ views,
Then disinter the good bits,
Deciding which to use.

Vote Middle Ground, vote nicey-nice,
And see just what’s in store:
A nest of mediocrity,
The type you’ve loved before!
Nicholas Lee

NO. 3354: OUTTA PALO ALTO 

You’re invited to send in the musings of a 
tech billionaire (150 words/16 lines maxi-
mum, and no billionaire should be able to 
sue). Please email entries to competition@ 
spectator.co.uk by midday on 12 June.

SOLUTION TO 2653: ORDER! ORDER!  

The twelve symmetrically placed unclued entries 
NATURAL, MAIL, MONASTIC, STANDING, PECK, 
LOGICAL, BATTING, APPLE-PIE, OPEN, EVICTION, 
BANKERS and SIDE can precede the word ORDER, and 
the title alluded to an ‘A to Z’. Thus unclued entries had to 
be entered in alphabetical order.

First prize Seonaid Chapman, Brampton, Cumberland 
Runners-up Peter Lawrence, Durham; 
Julie Sanders, Bishop’s Waltham, Southampton
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The top Emirati grandmaster Salem Saleh 
is an imaginative, dynamic player whose 
games are a treat to watch. But his win at the 
recent Sharjah Masters against Vladimir 
Fedoseev (formerly Russian, but now 
representing Slovenia) was surely the artistic 
highlight of his career. The combination 
which ends the game is dazzling, but both 
players deserve credit for energetic play in 
the earlier part of the middlegame.

Vladimir Fedoseev-Salem Saleh
Sharjah Masters, May 2024

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 g6 3 h4 A modern extravagance, 
mainly used by players who wish to avoid the 
combative Grünfeld defence which would arise 
after 3.Nc3 d5. If Black stubbornly insists on a 
Grünfeld-style approach with 3… Bg7 4.Nc3 d5, 
then 5.h5 poses serious problems. d6 4 Nc3 
Nbd7 5 Qc2 c5 6 d5 a6 7 e4 b5 A standard 
pawn sacrifice borrowed from the Benko Gambit. 
For the sacrificed pawn, Black gets open lines on 
the queenside, and weakens White’s central grip. 
8 cxb5 Bg7 9 bxa6 O-O 10 h5 An ambitious 
counter sacrifice, opening the h-file for an attack. 
Nxh5 11 g4 Nhf6 12 g5 Nh5 13 Be2 Bxa6 14 
Bxh5 gxh5 15 f4 e6 A well-timed break. When 
the centre opens up, White’s king will be in 
danger too, but castling queenside will invite 
different problems. 16 Nge2 16 Qh2 is too 
primitive. After 16…Re8 17 Qxh5 Nf8 the attack 
reaches a dead-end. Qe8 17 dxe6 fxe6 18 Ng3 
Ne5 I suspect this brilliant sacrifice was made 
primarily on intuitive grounds, since it animates 
the Bg7 and Rf8. A slower plan with 18…c4 and 
Nd7-c5-d3 was possible, but then the Ba6 loses 
some potency. In sharp positions, vigour takes 
priority over bean-counting. 19 fxe5 Bxe5 
20 Qg2 20 Nxh5 meets with a beautiful 
refutation: 20…Qxh5! 21 Rxh5 Rf1+ 22 Kd2 Bf4 
mate. Rb8 21 Nxh5 Qg6 22 Be3 d5 A clever 
idea, since 23 exd5 Bxc3+ 24 bxc3 Rb1+ wins 
quickly. 23 Bxc5 is viable, but then 23…Bxc3+ 
24 bxc3 Rb2! attempts to deflect the queen from 
e4, and after 25 Qg4 Re2+ 26 Qxe2 Bxe2 27 Kxe2 

In Competition 3351 you were asked to send 
in an election manifesto in verse (lucky tim-
ing). The entries threw up plenty of bold ideas 
for strategists to pick over, though a degree of 
cynicism was in evidence – the general mood 
captured by Basil Ransome-Davies’s ‘Oppor-
tunist party’: ‘If you favour easy answers,/ Vote 
for us, the British chancers’. I’m sorry not to 
have had room for Alan Millard’s Cross Your 
Fingers party, Bill Greenwell’s Horny-Handed 
Sons of Toil, Adrian Fry’s Bigots of Britain, 
Frank Upton’s moon-is-green-cheese promises, 
Sylvia Fairley’s manic-festo, and more. A spe-
cial mention for Chris O’Carroll’s last-ditch 
Tory plea: ‘Vote with us for a Parliament that’s 
hung.’ Those first past the post win £25.

What does modern Britain need? Our manifesto 
	 states
That we don’t have the foggiest, because our 
	 candidates
Are picked to be uncertain, and to dither at a choice –
Which is why the Don’t Know party’s the authentic 
	 national voice
We don’t know what we’re doing, and we don’t 
	 know where we’re going,
And Ipsos Mori tells us our support is huge and 
	 growing.
We’re not sure what our policies are, but we can 
	 promise this,
We’ll build a happier Britain, if ignorance is bliss.
All other politicians may pretend they know what’s 
	 what,
But we alone will honestly admit that we do not.
Instead we shrug our shoulders, and take little 
	 interest,
And hope we’ll muddle through by sort of hoping 
	 for the best.
And so we speak for Britain. You may be asking, 
	 though,
Whyever should you vote for us? We truly do not 
	 know.
George Simmers

Our pledge is to reclaim the throne of France;
Along with it, the pens of all your aunts!
All those vineyards – just imagine it –
Like Henry Five, Plantagenet,
Once more, unto the beach we’ll all advance!

One nation ours, from Nice to John O’Groats –
The plan is guaranteed to stop the boats.
The French will hardly rue it;
It’s the only way to do it,
For want of any safe and legal routes.

No Frenchman’s really going to miss Calais;
Be fair, it’s not exactly Saint-Tropez.
Some have travelled a long way
To arrive in the UK
Et voilà, ils sont déjà arrivés!
David Silverman

Voters, lift your glasses clinking,
bend your elbows, lend an ear,
join the party that loves drinking; 
Sort It Out Over a Beer.
Cure what ‘ales’ you: debt, inflation,
bring the bar to Number 10,

PUZZLE NO. 803

Black to play. Elisabeth Paehtz-Michael Adams, 
Salamanca Masters, May 2024. With his next 
move, Adams induced immediate resignation. 
What did he play? Email answers to chess@
spectator.co.uk by Monday 3 June. There is a 
prize of £20 for the first correct answer out of 
a hat. Please include a postal address and allow 
six weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1…Ne3! and White 
resigned, in view of 2 fxe3 Qxg2 mate or 2 f3 
Rxg2+ 3 Kh1 Qxf3 wins.
Last week’s winner Peter Bray, Cardiff

Chess 
Sharjah Masters  
Luke McShane

Unclued lights, including one of 
two words (all in Chambers) dis-
play nine items of a kind in the 
grid, appropriately positioned in 
relation to each other. All nine 
must be highlighted.

Competition 
Vote for us!  
Victoria Lane

Black to play, position after 26 Qg2-h3
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