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LIFE LIFE

Botvinnik, almost two decades before he 
became world champion in 1948. Earlier 
in the game, Black sacrificed rook for 
bishop to incubate the passed pawn on c3. 
But the attack on the Bd3 requires an 
accurate response. The strongest move 
was 32…Bc5! with the idea 33 Bxd3 
Rxd3! 34 Rxd3 c2 and the pawn cannot 
be stopped. A better try is 33 Rxd3 Rxf4! 
34 gxf4 c2 35 Kg2 c1=Q and the new 
queen should hold sway over the two 
rooks. Botvinnik’s idea was even more 
beautiful, though flawed. 

A Yurgis-Mikhail Botvinnik
Leningrad, 1931

32…c2 33 Rc1 (not 33 Rxc2 Bxc2 34 Rxd4 
Bc5! and wins) Bxf1 34 Rcxf1 34 Rfxc2! 
would probably have saved the game. After 
34…Ba6 35 Rc7 Bf8 36 Rxa7 the bishop on f8 
will soon be pinned along the eight rank, so 
(unusually) the rook is no worse than the pair of 
bishops. Rc4!! Again, sacrificing a whole rook 
for the sake of a connected pawn duo. Yurgis 
probably counted on 34…Bc5 35 Rxc2 Rc4+  
36 Rcf2 Rc3 37 Kg2 Bxf2 38 Rxf2 Rxb3 39 
Rd2 with good prospects of a draw. 35 bxc4 
35 Rc1 Bc5! doesn’t change anything. Bc5! Not 
35…b3? 36 Rxc2! and White wins. 36 Kg2 
Bxf2 37 Kxf2 b3 One of the pawns will 
queen, so White resigns.

  Across
 7 Scottish seagull’s gullet 

(3)
 13 Pull back leading troops 

president recalled (7)
 15 Chocolate powder run 

over in taxi (5)
 16 Overwhelmed, Laura was 

hampered a bit (5)
 17 Reporters on Daily Record 

ignoring first workers’ 
home (6)

 18 Biden, injured, is laid up 
(2,3)

 21 Australia’s Finch from 
bazaar, going regularly (5)

 22 What those in agreement 
are of the same view (3,4)

 27 Coarse fellow admits 
nothing’s right. Beware! 
(4,3)…

 29 …and he finally embraces 
other ones! (5)

 30 One-time GI getting 
confused, sticking to line 
(6)

 32 In Denver a house reflects 
international US airport 
(5)

 34 Himalayan tree adored 
all over the place (6)

 36 Otherwise, one fine 
century, on reflection (2,3)

 37 She is a redhead and has 
gone back out (5)

 38 Caprice’s take away  
ruined these purgatives (7)

 39 Doctor cutting fish in 
cold zone (6)

 40 Retiring to fairground 
stall (3)

 41 They provide proteins 
from spirited pet (3-8)

  Down
 2 Frequently takes papers 

on round (3-5)
 3 Arab girls repositioned 

safety handles (4,5)
 4 Would-be adventurers not 

going home (7-5)
 5 Babies’ outfits for a 

single afternoon break? 
No thanks (7)

 6 Catch footballer after 
indecisive result (8)

 9 Could be a rifle misplaced 
on a pew (6)

 10 London team spurned by 
Poles in the region (5)

 14 Final Molière play about 
China (7,5)

 19 Investments a single 
person relies one (4,6)

 21 Ransom or another movie 
(9)

 23 Money withdrawn 
invested in flat power unit 
(8)

 28 Will’s interest in America 
essentially wavered (6)

 31 England cricket captain’s 
sticky patch, getting 
caught at Headingley,  
first (5)

 35 River emergency – 
councillor’s resigned (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened 
on 5 February. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2637, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2637:  
Born to sing  
by Doc

Think kindly of the terminally ill
Lacking a future. Why should they resist?
Mortality exceeds the human will.

Nobody but a futile optimist
Would rage against the dying of the light.
When I wrote that I must have been well pissed.
Basil Ransome-Davies/Dylan Thomas

Oh I believed and fully comprehended
how Fukuyama’s view, in ’92,
showed history’s violence and wars had ended
and civilised society won through.

Oh I believed that liberal consensus
would be the true – the only – way ahead
and peace and harmony would surely fence us
from bloodshed, slaughter and the piled-up dead.

Oh I believed that Progress was no longer
an uphill scramble, faltering and slow,
but now had reached the peak – and all the stronger
for every bloody lesson learned below –

and it was nearly here. Yes, I believed
a kinder future, nurturing the frail, 
the world had worked so hard for was achieved
and somehow we had grasped its Holy Grail.
D.A. Prince

I used to think that I was pretty hot;
Six days to make a universe? High-five!
With stars and planets, galaxies, the lot,
And all the creepy-crawly things alive:
Bacteria, amoebae, dinosaurs,
Then mammals, then … and so on down the line.
I worked like hell to finish all my chores,
And when I looked around, it all seemed fine.

But then I started doubting what I’d done:
Inventing syphilis and leprosy,
Creating cancer – was it just for fun?
Increasingly, I don’t believe in Me.
So much that’s bad, so many chances missed –
Today, I’m just another atheist…
Brian Allgar

I once believed in Santa Claus,
But at the age of nine or ten,
I found that all the High Street stores
Had seedy Santa-suited men
With crummy gifts and beery smells,
And roving, disconcerting paws.
Their grottoes were my childhood hells…
I don’t believe in Santa Claus.

I once believed in global peace,
Dependent on democracy:
Naively thinking wars would cease,
That we would live in harmony.
Democracy’s now out of date,
The planet’s on a fragile lease,
And destined soon to detonate…
I don’t believe in global peace. 
C. Paul Evans

NO. 3335: MIXED MESSAGES

You are invited to submit an acrostic poem 
for Valentine’s Day whose acrostic contains 
an un-Valentinish sentiment. Please email 
entries of up to 16 lines to lucy@spectator.
co.uk by midday on 31 January.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31

32 33 34

35 36

37 38

39

40 41

CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD: THE WINNERS  

The first prize of £100, three prizes of £25 and six further prizes of The Dictionary People by 
Sarah Ogilvie (Vintage) go to the following. In addition, the first four winners will each be sent 
a bottle of champagne. The solution is on page 40.

First prize Jennifer Church, Oxford
Runners-up Greg Watson, Great Chesterford, Saffron Walden; Jill Briggs, London W14 ;  
L.J. Purkiss, Prittlewell, Essex
Further runners-up Dr John Doran, South Birmingham; A. Kent, Wantage, Oxon; 
J.M. Eunson, Edinburgh; Ian Whiteman, London SW15; Frances Wood, Upper Sundon, Beds; 
Patricia Gibbs, Barrow-upon-Soar, Leicestershire
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Promoting a pawn is a moonshot on the 
chessboard. A new queen is a literal game-
changer, so when a humble pawn becomes 
far advanced, it is worth moving heaven and 
earth to get it over the line. Ditching a rook 
or a bishop is a small price to pay for a 
coronation.

One game from the World Rapid 
Championship, held in Samarkand in 
December, saw the kitchen sink hurled with 
enviable force. White has just played 28 f2-f3, 
supporting the e-pawn and thereby preparing 
Bg2-f1. Now the prosaic 28…b4 29 axb4 
Bxb4 30 Kf2 a3 31 bxa3 Bxa3 32 Rb2 b2 
33 Bf1, would give White reasonable chances 
of a successful defence. Iljiushenok found a 
far stronger breakthrough.

Teimour Radjabov-Ilia Iljiushenok
World Rapid Championship, Samarkand 2023

28…Bxa3!! 29 bxa3 b4 The crucial follow-up. 
White’s rook will not be able to cope with two 
connected passed pawns on the a and b-files. 
30 Bc5 The best try, since 30…bxa3 31 Bxa3 
would stop the pawns in their tracks. Rc8! The pin 
ensures that the b4-pawn remains immune from 
capture. 31 Bf1 Rxc5! White resigns since 
32 Rxc5 bxa3! 33 Bd3 a2 34 Rc1 b2 wins. 

Iljiushenok’s brilliancy reminded me of a 
famous combination, played by a young 

In Competition No. 3332 you were invited to 
supply, in verse form, a retraction of beliefs 
previously believed in passionately.

You weren’t obliged to step into the shoes 
of a real poet but many chose to and some 
smart, entertaining about-turns included 
Robert Schechter’s ‘Palinode on a Grecian 
Urn’:

‘Truth is beauty,’
I said smugly,
but lived to find
that truth is ugly.

Other standout performers included 
Janine Beacham, George Simmers and Alex 
Steelsmith, and they were unlucky to miss 
out on a place in the winners’ enclosure. 
Those entries that made the final cut are 
printed below and earn their authors £25.

The world is charged with grandeur we applaud,
The sheen and perfume of its sky, sea, soil.
To all that drones is nature’s spree the foil.
Our world’s most ordinary when most odd.
Theistic explanations, though, defraud
When we to truth aspire to live loyal,
So shrug off any supernatural coil,
Acknowledge that our former faith was flawed.

In hymning nature, let us be content
To credit this world’s swinging as it swings
To true effects, not myths our hearts invent.
The mind to fables and traditions clings,
Which it is now essential to repent,
For we know we know real from conjured things.
Chris O’Carroll/Gerard Manley Hopkins 

Great Schuman Plan designed to mean
That never could a single nation
Ignite the hell the world had seen
Through steel production domination.
A common market, fairly ordered,
Bright and starry flag unfurled:
States united, now unbordered,
Trade goods not blows – oh, brave Old World!
But then the bureaucrats took hold,
Dictating rules de haut en bas,
All micromanaged, court-controlled,
The centralising gone too far.
Hence Brussels-Strasbourg back and forth,
The visionary myopia,
The South exploited by the North,
A sadly failed eutopia.
W.J. Webster

Why struggle painfully? Why ever fight
A destiny you know is hard and fast?
Go gentle, boyo, into that good night.

Consider this: each breath may be your last.
And guess what happens then? An end to pain.
So slip away. Accept your life is past.

It does no good to splutter and complain,
Or pen defiant poems packed with hwyl.
Resistance to finality’s insane.

PUZZLE NO. 784

White to play. Cheparinov-Rapport, World Rapid 
Championship 2023. White found an elegant 
combination to make use of the passed pawn  
on f7. What did he play? Email answers to chess@
spectator.co.uk by Monday 22 January. There is 
a prize of £20 for the first correct answer out of a 
hat. Please include a postal address and allow six 
weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1 c8=N+ Kd7 2 b8=N 
mate!
Last week’s winner Andrew Gilmour, 
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire

Chess 
A new queen  
Luke McShane

The unclued lights (one of 
two words, and the remainder 
when paired correctly) are of 
a kind, verifiable in Brewer. 
Ignore two apostrophes.

Competition 
Into reverse  
Lucy Vickery

Black to play, position after 28 f3?

Black to play, position after 32 Bg2-f1

WDw4Wdkd
DWDwgp0w
WDWdpdb0
dpDw)WDw
pDWdPDw)
)pDwGP)w
w)WDWdBd
Dw$WDwIw

WDWDWdkd
0WDwgw0p
WDWdpDWd
DWDw)pDw
P0w4w)w)
dP0bDw)w
WDWDw$Wd
DWdRdBIw

rDWDWDWd
0p1WdPiw
WDWDwhr0
DwhWdQ0w
PDWDWDWd
dBDWDWdP
w)PDWdPd
DWdR$wIw


