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LIFE LIFE

Qa6 13 Ne4 Bg7 14 Nxd6+ Kf8 15 Qf3 f5 
15…Bd7 was more stubborn, but after 16 Rxe7 
Kxe7 17 Re1+ Kf8 18 Qe4 Kg8 19 Qe7 Rf8 
20 Qxd7 White has an ongoing initiative.
16 Qg3 Simple preparation for the sacrifice 
which follows. Bd7 There is nothing better, e.g. 
16…Bf6 17 Bh6+ Kg8 18 Rxe7 Bxe7 19 Qe5 
wins 17 Rxe7 Kxe7 18 Qg5+ Kf8 19 Re1 
Be8 20 Qe7+ Kg8 21 Qe6+ Kf8 22 Qxe8+ 
Black resigns

John Nunn-Nathan Birnboim
World Senior Championship, Assisi, Nov 2022

The second diagram shows a critical moment 
from the seventh round. Nunn captured a knight 
on e5 and Birnboim responded with Qa3-a5, 
forking Be5 and Re1. The obvious option is 25 
Rc1 but after 25… Qxe5 followed by Qe5-b8, a 
draw is likely. Nunn found a more venomous 
continuation. 25 Bxg7 Qxe1 26 Bh6! Much 
stronger than 26…Bxd4, because it is crucial to 
prevent counterplay with Rc8-c1. Now, Black 
must address the threat of Qc2-c5, since if 
White’s queen reaches the g-file the game will 
be over. Bd7 27 Qb2 e5 This natural move is 
the decisive error. 27…Qc3! was essential. After 
28 Qe2 e5 29 Qh5 Qc6 the queen  returns just in 
time, although I still prefer White’s chances in 
practice. 28 Qb6 Now the queen infiltration is 
unstoppable. The threat is Qb6-f6. Be6 29 Qb5 
Black resigns in view of 29…f6 30 Qb7!

		  Across
	 9	 State welcome hosted 

by Oscars (4)
	11	 Stanza in excessive, 

unending Ave Maria 
delaying mass (6,4)

	12	 Bash old boy, a grass (4)
	18	 Pulling evenly, stripped 

part of a bone (5)
	20	 Chap trouble is  

concerning trousers (7)
	21	 Goddess harbouring  

worry about mistress (7)
	24	 Hint of allspice lacking  

in sausage ragout (5)
	25	 Reluctant Liberal 

associated with profanity 
(5)

	30	 Grave talk about a 
collector of filth? (4,3)

	32	 One avoiding bulk of 
Mauritian wild buffalo (7)

	36	 Acceptable English 
recipient (5)

	39	 Youth boxing eastern  
chief (4)

	40	 Fetters criminal men  
with armlets (10)

	41	 Equipment beginning  
to arrive in port (4)

	42	 Bar institute for not 
starting new assignments 
to different artists? (14)

		  Down
	 1	 Joint found in house  

that’s disgusting (5)
	 2	 Did he enjoy touching-

and-enriching 
experiences? (5)

	 3	 Head north with bags 
clipped (6)

	 4	 Wherein some early  
Latin turns up? (5)

	 6	 Cheers jokes about 
reputation initially in 
tatters (7)

	 7	 Lines in US face self-
inflicted damage (6)

	 8	 Dodgy in-tray –  
get gossiping (9)

	10	 Section of Balkans archive 
having gone astray (11)

	13	 Mudlark regularly found 
in wild marsh plant (7)

	16	 Squeal about felon and 
wise guys almost entering 
mêlée (11)

	21	 Temporary worker needs 
uplifting refrain after a 
drink (4-5)

	22	 Crust of suet on robust, 
large pastry (7)

	26	 Reactionary badly affected 
when India turns to 
America (4,3)

	29	 Not having succeeded, 
maestro encrypted code 
(6)

	31	 Assent blessed all there, as 
much as possible (6)

	33	 Name heartless little 
bishop for undermining 
church (5)

	34	 See you in a couple of 
days, Joy (5)

	35	 Hanging up in disarray (5) 

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 9 
January. There are two runners-
up prizes of £20. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2585, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2585: Happy 
Anniversary  
by CheeseCracker 

its perpetuation. Without my incorrigible 
criminality, what need of burly constable or 
fulminating Judge? Without my defining proclivity, 
what occupation for the common soldiery? Even 
my magpie preference for beauty over practicality 
necessitates some provision of the blissfully 
inessential to keep me resident; galleries, parks, 
libraries. My greatest imperfection as a citizen, 
and hence the apogee of perfected citizenship, is 
that these restraints do not alter me. On the 
contrary, from the curious vantage of an Afterlife 
I can hardly believe (paradox pertaining beyond the 
grave) I see a London more reflective of my 
imperfections than ever I experienced in life. All 
men have imperfections, all cities, in grappling with 
them, in some measure contract them. This 
extraordinary dance, I contend, is Civilisation.
Adrian Fry/Oscar Wilde 

I am a first class citizen, observe my fine 
	 credentials:
I cycle and recycle and buy nothing but essentials,
I take my cups to coffee shops, I drink handcrafted 
	 beer
And breakfast daily on organic muesli and kefir.
I join petitions to destroy the firms I used to fly 
	 with,
The only plastic I employ is that I choose to buy 
	 with.
I sign online objections to injustices and failings
But wouldn’t cause obstructions or attach myself to 
	 railings.
I venerate the NHS. I answered their appeal
By standing on my doorstep and applauding like a 
	 seal.
I’m loyal to my Head of State, by which I mean to 
	 say
I’m true to whomsoever is in office on the day.
I’m always kind to animals; I’m nice to older ladies
And view the young I walk among as denizens of 
	 Hades.
And thus by close adherence to my personal criteria
I deem myself a citizen demonstrably superior.
Ann Drysdale/John Betjeman

There is no doubt that the success of a principality 
depends to some extent on the character and 
attitudes of its citizens. A prince must be wary of 
any citizen who regards himself, or is regarded, 
as perfect. To be so far above the common standard 
is to induce admiration in some, envy in others. 
A boil of discord may then erupt and swell unless 
the prince, like a doctor, takes remedial action. 
This should include the letting of blood. Tarquinius 
Sextus, for example, did not hesitate to cut down 
the tall poppies around him. The hard fate of a 
prominent citizen instils fear in observers; and the 
spreading of such fear maintains the prince’s power 
and eminence. In time, ordinary citizens will feel 
grateful to him for saving them from anarchy and 
will love him as the guardian of their security  
and prosperity. 
W.J. Webster/Niccolò Machiavelli

NO. 3281: HOPING FOR THE BEST

‘Ring out the old, ring in the new,’ wrote 
Tennyson, welcoming a New Year in 
‘In Memoriam’. You are invited to provide 
16 lines of cheerful welcome to 2023 in  
Tennyson’s metre. Please email entries of up 
to 16 lines to lucy@spectator.co.uk by mid-
day on 4 January. 
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SOLUTION TO 2582: CHIEF WHIP

The numbered unclued lights reveal that ‘Lester Piggott 
won the Epsom Derby nine times’. Empery (10) and  
Nijinsky (21) were two of his winning horses.

First prize Stephen Smith, Messing, Colchester, Essex
Runners-up Andrew Dymond, London SE24;
Belinda Bridgen, London NW8 
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English grandmaster John Nunn was the top 
seed in the over-65 section at the World Senior 
Championship, held in Italy last month. A series 
of crisp attacking games put him in the lead with 
6.5/7. But an uncharacteristic miscalculation in 
round eight saw him lose a miniature against 
Danish grandmaster Jens Kristiansen. Going into 
the 11th and final round, Nunn still trailed by 
half a point, so his fate was no longer in his 
hands. As the games unfolded, Kristiansen had 
the draw well within reach, but succumbed to a 
neat endgame zugzwang against Jose Luis 
Fernandez Garcia. Meanwhile, against Valentin 
Bogdanov, Nunn spun a slim advantage into 
gold with a leisurely king manoeuvre from the 
h-file to the b-file. Nunn took the title with 9/11, 
ahead of a quartet on 8.5/11.
   In the third round, Nunn capitalised on Black’s 
slow development with an energetic sacrifice. 
The move 6…g6 was a mistake, weakening the 
dark squares for just a moment.

John Nunn-David Shnaider
World Senior Championship, Assisi, Nov 2022

1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 Nc6 3 Bb5 Qb6 4 Nc3 e6 5 
O-O Nge7 6 Re1 g6 7 Bxc6 Nxc6 8 d4
cxd4 9 Nd5 exd5 10 exd5+ Ne7 11 Bf4 d6 
12 Nd2! 

Knight retreats are easily overlooked, but Nunn 
must have foreseen this well in advance. Via c4 
or e4, the knight’s bounce to d6 is inevitable.

In Competition No. 3278, you were invited 
to supply a well-known writer’s response to 
the question what makes the perfect citizen?

In 1970, as part of a school project, a ten-
year-old wrote to Charles M. Schulz to ask 
him a similar question. But the boy asked 
what makes a ‘good’ rather than ‘perfect’ 
citizen, and this is how the Peanuts creator 
replied: ‘I think it is more difficult these days 
to define what makes a good citizen than it 
has ever been before. Certainly all any of 
us can do is follow our own conscience and 
retain faith in our democracy…’. 

Fifty years on, with our democratic insti-
tutions looking distinctly green around the 
gills, and faith in politicians at an all-time 
low, lessons in citizenship came pouring in 
from a pleasingly wide range of writers, from 
Ernest Hemingway to Bernadine Evaristo. 
Creditable Hemingways – from D.A. Prince, 
A.H. Harker and Paul D. Amer – were edged 
out by the winners, printed below, who are 
rewarded with £30 each.

If you can hymn the burden of the white man,
Yet earn a name for more than racist tropes;
If you know any tribe can birth the right man,
And any colour dash a nation’s hopes;
If you can gain the highest, richest prizes,
Yet hold yourself no whit above the rest;
If you know gold and ermine are disguises
That seldom show the wearers at their best;

If empire’s anthem swells within your heart,
Yet you revere the common Tommy’s voice;
If you know high and low aren’t far apart,
And public spirit’s shaped by private choice;
If you combine the values of the gentry
With older wisdom from the wolf-pack wild;
If you see diverse views as complementary,
You will be civic virtue’s poster child.
Chris O’Carroll/Rudyard Kipling

A first-rate citizen may be a chump of the premier 
class but must also be decently chummy with his 
species, a sort of Jeeves in intent if not execution, 
ever ready to supply a supportive cocktail, a 
bracing verbal riposte (from Shakespeare, or one of 
those brainy chaps) and bravely stand up to a 
rampaging horde of aunts. He never cheats at golf, 
admires fashionable socks, has a sunny optimism, 
a moral character, and a will of iron. Such a 
good egg will, while muddling through life, lend a 
niblick to a fellow chap stuck in a tricky bunker, or 
crowbar him out of an ill-starred engagement. The 
world needs more jovial, what-ho sorts to remove 
lead from Fate’s boxing-glove and lather up the 
old conscience, or else standards drop and before 
you know it, you’ve tumbled into the murky pit of 
writing novels. 
Janine Beacham/P.G. Wodehouse

I am the perfect citizen, full of just those 
imperfections that call forth all the restraining 
ingenuities of the State so apparently essential for 

PUZZLE

White to play and mate in two. Composed by van 
Beek & Wurzburg, 1909. This is one of the prob-
lems solved by Nunn at the 2019 World Solving 
Championship. 
Please note that because of the Christmas printing 
schedule this is not a prize puzzle. 

Last week’s solution 1 Qxd3 and Black 
resigned: Qxd3 2 Rf7+ Nxf7 3 Rxf7+ Rg7 
4 Rxg7+ Kh8 5 Rd7+ wins the queen.
Last week’s winner John Dove, Acharacle, 
Argyll

Chess 
World Senior Championship  
Luke McShane

An anniversary (1A, three words) 
today offers ten unclued entries, 
all of whose unchecked and 
cross-checking letters spell out 
HAHA! DRY GINS ASSURING 
TRASHY ANAGRAMS.

Competition 
First-class citizen  
Lucy Vickery

White to play, position after 24…Qa3-a5
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