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LIFE

  Across
 1 Thinly scattered food chain 

outside of Stevenage (6)
 7 Place in complete shade (6)
 13 Multitude of fishes on 

sandbank (5)
 15 Fruit ain’t green when 

squeezed (9)
 20 Fruit and nut salad ordered, 

without dressing, to start 
with (7)

 21 Paper money returned 
for eating apple (6)

 22 Barrow-boy arranged 
escort (6)

 24 Chatty comedian arrives 
next to new canal (4,4)

 26 Old solver is second 
person in the OT (4)

 27 Neeson regularly appearing 
in Keanu’s role (3)

 28 In short, especially. Yes, 
please – just a little! (3)

 29 Cheated by many an 
individual (4)

 34 Reason why I have taken 
on the vehicle check (6)

 35 Neighbours character 
coming in late,  
resentfully (6)

 37 Engineers’ strong desire 
to rise again (7)

 39 Aerial transport heard in 
the prairies (6)

 42 Nuts are nicest part of 
flowers (9)

 44 Adding first coat of plaster. 
What a performance! (9)

 45 Ageless old cricketer 
never hooks (6)

  Down
 1 Regularly sold one sour 

fruit (4)
 2 Average building also 

created shade (7)

 3 Deep blue of 
Mediterranean ‘îles’ (4)

 4 Second nature, out for  
a stroll (7)

 5 Languish and gets a tan  
at sea (8)

 8 Employed, but exploited 
(4)

 11 Conductors choose right 
verses (10)

 14 Top quality speaker’s 
remorse was slow to shift 
(4-5)

 19 Favourable reception of 
resignation (10)

 23 Primitive Methodist is a 
noisy Scottish musician (6)

 25 Passage from unfinished 
steeple overlooking 
Norfolk town (8)

 26 Building for chaps, in 
principle (8)

 30 Certainly not a constituent 
part of Little Rock! (7)

 31 Time for ironing? (7)
 33 Bacchanalia getting court 

gaiters regularly dropped 
(6)

 36 River at the pass (5)
 38 Disheartened troglodytes 

in the capital of Calvados 
(4)

 40 Bones from Troy not 
categorised at first (4)

 41 Wistful exclamation when 
view is reduced (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
7 December. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk  
or post to: Crossword 2583, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2583:  
Out of place   
by Doc

sister. He’d send me messages from LA: ‘Wish you 
were her!’ Meeting him, it was like a steroid fell to 
Earth. One day I found myself in a local café, under 
the sign ‘Free Wife’, with my first (used) laptop. 
When it was time to go, the message ‘Are you sure 
you want to exist?’ made me take a fresh bath. 
After that, rabid progress! 
Frank Upton/Britney Spears

I abandoned my bid for paltry leadership after 
gaining only twenty votes. But the outbreak of the 
pandemonium found me responsible for the nation’s 
health and 180,000 deaths. I thought the plan for 
sensual distancing, contained in my briefs, might be 
a problem, but I found myself groping remarkably 
well. However, I was unfairly forced to resign, as a 
disgraced health monster.

After my vapid rise to blame so far, what next? 
I’ve signed up for ‘I’m a Calamity, get me out 
of your hair!’ The Consumptive party has 
dismembered me; I shall represent West Suffolk as 
an independable member. And, talking of members, 
I’ve contracted the landlord of the Cock Inn to 
traduce some takeaway cartoons to share with my 
campmates. I’m sure all my gropees will jeer me 
on! I’m the celeb most likely to secede. Prick of the 
bunch, they’re saying. 
Sylvia Fairley/Matt Hancock

It’s not easy being Crime Minister, especially 
during rockdown. My list of cuties seems to grow 
by the day. For a start there are the endless Cabernet 
meetings. There can be disagreements, but you have 
to pick your bottles: what’s needed is clarety of 
thought and fino judgement – it’s no good relying 
on brut force. But it’s all port and parcel of the job, 
and everything usually turns out Tokay in the end.

Then there are the daily brie flings – the 
responsibility for those is wine too, and I take it 
very seriously. After all, it’s about raving wives. 
There have been accusations of unprofessionalism, 
but let me tell you I rum a pretty tight sip. Yes, 
we’ve had to party with one or two colleagues, but 
it’s unfair to mark everyone with the same brandy. 
All in all I’m satisfied with our champaign. Job 
done. Rish. Bash. Posh.
David Shields/Boris Johnson

By the early 1970s we were the biggest wreck band 
in the world, but tensions were high. Mick and I 
went for a ‘clean the hair’ meeting at a fancy 
Chinese place in Beverley Hills. I just wanted a 
quick smack so I chose beef and needles. Mick 
asked the waitress if she could rustle up his usual 
poking dick. Before long we were laughing and 
toking like the old times. We finished and hit the 
nearest bar. In no time we were surrounded by a 
posse of attractive young gropies. Muck was in 
his element, but I wanted to talk about the title of 
our next album. After Buggars Banquet and Stocky 
Fingers it needed to be something equally catchy. 
Out the window I spied a truck with the name of 
a carpet company on the side. ‘I’ve got it,’ I said. 
‘Textile on Main Street’.
Joe Houlihan/Keith Richards

NO. 3279: BAH! HUMBUG!

You are invited to submit an extract from 
a contemporary reimagining of Charles Dick-
ens’s A Christmas Carol. Please email entries 
of up to 150 words to lucy@spectator.co.uk 
by midday on 2 December. The early deadline 
is because of seasonal production schedules.
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SOLUTION TO 2580: COBBLED TOGETHER    

The five perimeter solutions and 4/30, 17/33, 21/37 and 
28/12 are all businesses in Coronation Street.

First prize Brian Taylor, Horwich, Bolton
Runners-up Sean Smith, Southport;
Grizil Hettiarachchi, Moratuwa, Sri Lanka
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Five unclued Across lights are 
of a kind and are out of place as 
the five unclued Down lights.
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